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The newly completed Kings County Courthouse in this 1896 photograph, taken by the county’s first sheriff, 
William Van Buckner. From http://historical.fresnobeehive.com/

Save the Dates for Our 2013 Fall 
Conference, October 17-19 at Hanford

Our 2013 Fall Conference will be held in Hanford, the seat of Kings County and a prosperous 
trading and agricultural city located about 20 miles west of Visalia and about 11 miles east of 
Lemoore in the southern Central Valley, on highway 198. Hanford’s 2009 population was 53,266.

The Southern Pacific Railroad platted Hanford’s first street grid in 1877. Citizens voted to 
incorporate the city in 1891 after two disastrous fires demonstrated the need for better fire 
protection. Hanford soon prospered, and spent money on civic improvements: for many years 
it had the only opera house between the Los Angeles Basin and San Francisco.

Hanford became the county seat when Kings County was formed from the western part of 
Tulare County in 1893. The original 1897 Courthouse, remodeled and restored, fronts on 
Courthouse Square, as do the neo-classical Civic Auditorium (1924) and the Veterans/Senior 
Center, where we will be holding our Conference sessions. The Romanesque Hanford Carnegie 
Museum (1905-06), formerly the Carnegie Library, is a short block away to the east, and the 
Spanish Revival Fox Theater is across the street to the west. The restoration and rehabilita-
tion of these historic structures won the City of Hanford the League of California Cities’ Helen 
Putnam Award in 1985.

Chinese railroad workers and farm workers populated Hanford’s once-thriving Chinatown. 
Though few Chinese Americans remain, the City now hopes to revitalize China Alley, where the 
Taoist Temple has been restored, and other projects, such as restoring a Chinese pharmacy, 
are now underway. About eight miles south of downtown Hanford on Tenth Avenue is the 
world-class Clark Center for Japanese Art and Culture, with Japanese-inspired architecture 
and landscaping. It houses collections of Japanese fine art and a specialist library.

Hanford has frequent rail service from the Bay Area and Bakersfield, but not from Southern 
California. There is no scheduled air service. A Comfort Inn is within walking distance of the 
Courthouse Square. Watch for more details about accommodations, activities and program-
ming in a later CHA issue.

Adapted from Wikipedia, “Hanford, California,” and the City of Hanford’s website, www.ci.hanford.ca.us, both 
accessed February 8, 2013.



2 California History Action

CCPH Fall Conference 

CCPH Seeks Its Next Treasurer
Long-time CCPH Treasurer Paul Spitzzeri says that this will be his last term, but he wants to help 
transition his replacement. The Treasurer is responsible for managing CCPH’s finances. This includes

•  Receiving and depositing all funds;

•  Paying all bills;

•  Maintaining all bank records;

•  Maintaining an ongoing record of all CCPH financial transactions;

•  Preparing quarterly balance sheets and summaries of CCPH’s income and disbursements;

•  Submitting all required state and 
federal filings for tax and non-profit 
status reporting;

• Submitting an annual budget proposal.

The Treasurer attends quarterly meetings of 
the CCPH Board of Directors, where he or she 
distributes a quarterly balance sheet and describes 
CCPH’s financial condition.

If you are interested, we can provide you with 
a month-by-month summary of the Treasurer’s 
duties.

For more information or to apply, email CCPH 
President Stephanie George at  
sgeorge@fullerton.edu.
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Our 2013 Fall Conference Theme: Bridging California
California has a rich heritage of bridges. Some are material artifacts, engineered to connect places and bring people 
together. They are part of the built environment in which we live, and we can appreciate them aesthetically as 
well as practically.

Metaphorically, the functions of professional public historians—museum displays, cultural resources, and archived 
records, to name a few—are bridges, too, for they connect us to our multiple pasts and give meaning to the 
present. Like those of stone and steel, these bridges must be carefully planned and managed, using the materials 
and financial resources available to span real obstacles. They must also possess an aesthetic unity and intellectual 
integrity. When we wonder, “Where is public history going?” we are asking for a strategic plan for building and 
sustaining such bridges to safeguard history for the future. 

This year, in Hanford, in the Central Valley, our 2013 Fall Conference will explore the changes and challenges facing 
professional historians across the diverse and expanding public history field in California. The California Council 
for the Promotion of History welcomes program proposals from professionals, academics, and avocationals who 
avidly promote history from a variety of perspectives. We invite you to join this conversation.

Announcement 
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News
The California Historical Society Is Exploring Options for Its Journal

In September, 2012, the California Historical Society’s (CHS) Board of Trustees determined that CHS could no  
longer afford to publish their journal of scholarly articles and reviews, California History (CH). CHS Executive Director 
Dr. Anthea Hartig says that CHS has been considering various other options for its publishing program, adding that 
negotiations for CH’s future are still underway, though these negotiations are necessarily private.

Dr. Hartig says that “CHS continues to be committed to providing venues for the kinds of historical scholarship 
that have always been central to the organization,” adding that CHS hopes to be able to announce good news 
about CH’s future very soon. This hope was also expressed by CHS Trustee Jon Christensen in an open email cor-
respondence with the many California historians who have expressed concern that the 90-year-old journal might 
cease publication altogether.

When C. Templeton Crocker reorganized the Society in 1922, its initial purpose was publication of a scholarly 
quarterly, and in 1979 Governor Jerry Brown signed legislation making CHS the official state historical society. 
For more information about the history of CHS visit www.californiahistoricalsociety.org; for details of the state 
legislation visit www.netstate.com/states/symb/museums/ca_historical_society.htm.

New Editors Join The Public Historian
Adapted from ncph.org/cms/publications-resources.

The editorial team of The Public Historian (TPH) journal will grow this spring to include a co-editor and two inter-
national consulting editors. The National Council on Public History (NCPH) and the University of California, Santa 
Barbara (UCSB) have signed an agreement with Rutgers University-Camden, which is creating a new staff position 
for a Public Historian in Residence whose primary responsibility will be to serve as TPH co-editor. At the same 
time, NCPH and UCSB are pleased to welcome Manon Perry and Paul Knevel as international consulting editors 
for the journal. Members can learn more about this expansion in the March issue of Public History News, NCPH’s 
quarterly newsletter.

Protecting Cultural Collections—A Workshop
WESTPAS, the Western States and Territories Preservation Assistance Service, is sponsoring a workshop, “Protect-
ing Cultural Collections: Disaster Prevention, Preparedness, Response and Recovery.” Workshop co-sponsors are 
the California State Library and the California State Archives.

The Workshop consists of two parts held several weeks apart and sequenced to produce the following outcomes:

• Complete a disaster response and collection salvage plan;

• Learn how to train staff to implement the plan effectively;

• Set pre- and post-disaster priorities for your collections;

• Understand practical decision-making skills needed during an emergency;

• Learn salvage procedures for a wide variety of collections materials, including books, documents, photos and objects.

The Workshop is intended for administrators and staff responsible for emergency preparedness, response and 
decision-making in all types of cultural institutions. There is no cost to the registering institution to send partici-
pants to this Workshop. By registering for the Workshop, an institution commits to supporting its attendees to 
achieving the workshop’s preparedness goals. Whenever possible, institutions should send two attendees so that 
they can work together on disaster preparedness activities.

Part 1, “Prevention and Preparedness,” will be held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Friday, April 12, and Part 2,  
“Response and Recovery,” will be held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Friday, May 31. Both parts of the workshop will 
be held at the Mission Valley Branch of the San Diego Public Library. For general information contact workshop 
instructor Julie Page at jpage@westpas.org.

To register, contact Alexandra Gingerich at gingerich@plsinfo.org. Pre-registration is required. To register online 
at WESTPAS Schedule of workshops, go to http://host7.evanced.info/pls/lib/eventcalendar.asp?libnum=4 and 
follow the scheduling calendars.

Workshop instructor Julie Page is the Co-Coordinator of the California Preservation Program and of WESTPAS. 
WESTPAS is sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities.



4 California History Action

Announcement

George Aratani, Philanthropist, Passes
Adapted from the Los Angeles Times, February 21, 2013.

Japanese American entrepreneur and philanthropist George Tetsuo Aratani, who donated millions of dollars to 
Japanese American causes and institutions, passed away on February 19, of pneumonia, He was 95.

Born on May 22, 1917 in Gardena, George Aratani was the only child of Setsuo and Yoshiko Aratani, who had 
emigrated from Japan. Despite racist land laws, Setsuo became a prosperous agriculturist at Guadalupe, in the Santa 
Maria Valley. At his father’s request, George studied in Japan, where he learned Japanese culture and language 
then attended Tokyo’s Keio University for two years.

George returned to California and enrolled in Stanford University as a junior in 1940, but his father soon passed 
away, and George left Stanford to manage the family business, which had expanded from farming to include shipping 
and distributing agricultural products. Most of the family business was lost when the government interned all West 
Coast Japanese Americans early in 1942.

Because of George’s language and skills, he was soon in the Army’s Military Intelligence Service, teaching Japanese 
to soldiers in Minnesota. In 1944 he married Sakaye Inouye, whom he had known since before the war. After the 
war they moved to Hollywood.

George became a highly successful entrepreneur, founding Mikasa china, 
Kenwood electronics, and a firm that exported medical equipment to Japan. 
In retirement he devoted himself to philanthropy, giving away an estimated 
$10 million by 2004 to a wide range of Japanese American museums, cultural 
centers, sports programs, retirement homes, and religious institutions.

George endowed a chair at UCLA to study Japanese American wartime 
internment: “Japanese Americans suffered terribly with the forced evacuation, 
and a guy like me, fortunate enough to have succeeded in business, should 
help keep the memories alive,” he said.

He also donated to Japanese American politicians of both parties: “I like to 
see Japanese Americans get to Washington even if I don’t believe in their 
philosophy,” George said.

George Aratani is survived by Sakaye, his wife of 68 years, and by two daughters.

Our New Intern: Kaitlyn Emma Crain
Our new Recording Secretary and Administrative Assistant for the next year 
is Kaitlyn Crain. Kaitlyn is currently enrolled at CSU Sacramento in her second 
semester of the public history program and brings lots of administrative 
experience to her new job.

Kaitlyn has been an intern at Virginia City’s historic Fourth Ward Schoolhouse 
and Museum, where she was responsible for accessioning and managing 
collections, assisted in creating exhibits, and trained with the archivist. 
She has also been a volunteer assisting the elementary school program at 
Sacramento’s Crocker Art Museum, and an archives intern at the Sacramento 
Old Cemetery, where she processed documents regarding Mexican War 
veterans buried there.

Tracy Phillips, who has been our Administrative Assistant for the past year 
will be working with Kaitlyn to bring her up to speed on her new job while 
she completes her final semester at CSUS. After she receives her MA she’ll 
be off to New Zealand where she has a job waiting for her at the Auckland 
War Memorial Museum. Congratulations Tracy!

Please join us in welcoming Kaitlyn and wishing Tracy all success in her new endeavors.

Obituary
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Our Liaisons 
Meet One of Our Liaisons: Pat Johnson

Pat Johnson, who is CCPH’s liaison with both the California Historical Records Advisory Board 
(CHRAB) and the Society of California Archivists (SCA), is Senior Archivist at the Center for Sacra-
mento History (CSH), formerly the Sacramento Archives and Museum Collection Center, where 
she has served since 1995. She has also been a member of the Society of American Archivists 
since 1995. Pat is a past president of the SCA and continues to be active in the Society.

Pat is a native Californian, and earned a B.A. and an M.A. from the California State University, 
Sacramento (CSUS), where she studied history, with a particular emphasis on California history. 
Her Master’s thesis was based on former Sacramento Mayor Ann Rudin’s papers, now housed 
in the California State Archives. She received her archival training both there and at the CSH.

Pat’s wide-ranging responsibilities at the CSH include providing reference services, supervis-
ing student interns and volunteers, processing collections, preserving collections, conducting 
research in the collections, giving tours, and doing various outreach projects, such as putting on 
workshops and seminars.

Pat has taught a graduate-level class in archives and manuscripts for the CSUS History Depart-
ment. She has also taught sessions at the Western Archives Institute at Berkeley on Administering 
Personal and Family Papers.

Somehow she also finds time to enjoy reading, hiking, and knitting.

CCPH Needs Liaisons to Connect the Dots
CCPH is only one of California’s many public history organizations, and we want keep our membership informed 
about what these other organizations are doing: the workshops and conferences they present, the support they 
offer researchers, the goals they achieve. We want them to know what we’re doing, too.

We need CCPH members who are connected with these other organizations to serve as liaisons to keep these chan-
nels of communications open, and to serve as contacts for any of our members who want to find out more about 
what these other organizations are doing. Current liaisons, and their contact information, are listed in the back pages 
of our newsletter, and on our website.

Just now we need someone to keep us in touch with the American Association of Museums, for example, but we’d 
like to link to other organizations that aren’t yet listed.

If you’d like to help out, contact CCPH President Stephanie George at sgeorge@fullerton.edu.

California History Action Seeks Book Reviews
Read any good books lately? If you’d like to tell our readers about one of them, we’d be happy to work with you 
to get your thoughts into print. If you’re interested, email CHA editor Walt Bethel at acwbethel@sbcgblobal.net to 
find out more.

Reviews are normally about 550-750 words long. The block of information heading the review should follow the 
format you will find in book reviews in this issue.

Book Reviews

A newsletter for history advocacy published by the 
California Council for the Promotion of History

Bridging the Past, Present, and Future
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Vineyards and Vaqueros: Indian Labor and the Economic Expansion of 
Southern California, 1771-1877
By George Harwood Phillips. Norman, OK: Arthur H. Clarke, 2010. 387 pp., illustrations, maps, tables, glossary, notes, bibliography, 
index. $45.00, cloth. Reviewed by A. C. W. Bethel.

Professor Phillips’ book gives us a well-rounded picture of how the Indians of the 
Los Angeles basin accommodated themselves to the foreign institutions that first the 
missionaries and then the rancheros introduced. It is well-written, carefully reasoned, 
and thoroughly researched. Noting that the Indians left few written records themselves, 
Phillips quotes first-hand accounts of Indian life from contemporary sources: missionaries 
speak to us, but so do government officials and visitors to the missions. He quotes from 
these primary sources at some length, enlivening his narrative as well as documenting 
it. Phillips isn’t an apologist for the mission system, but neither does he demonize it. He 
identifies important differences as well as resemblances between missions on the one 
hand and slave plantations, feudal manors, and peonage on the other, and argues that the 
San Gabriel and San Fernando missions could not have flourished without active Indian 
participation. His review of scholarly literature is thorough.

He thinks that we should understand Indians as workers first, rather than as passive 
victims. Though agreeing that Indians were sometimes victims of oppressive legal and 
economic systems, he also points out that some achieved considerable status within the 
mission system and that the missions functioned as industrial training schools, teaching 
converts such diverse skills as blacksmithing, carpentry, saddle making, stone masonry, 
horsemanship, livestock management, and irrigation design. Women learned weaving and 
became seamstresses. A few learned Spanish well and became efficient middle managers. 
These job skills benefited them outside the mission system.

After an historiographic introduction, Phillips describes the ways that southern California’s 
Tongva, Serrano and Cahuilla Indians lived before the Spaniards came, and notes the 

persistence of some of these aboriginal skills and ways of life during and after the mission period. Some skills 
transferred well: picking grapes is not so different from picking berries, for example, and dressing a deer isn’t so 
different from dressing a beef. But gambling and fornication persisted too, which frustrated the missionaries. Phillips 
provides examples of mission-trained Indian decorative arts and paintings. Their Stations of the Cross blend Indian 
and Spanish themes and subtly convey the Indians’ attitudes toward the Spaniards. Phillips also includes detailed, 
informative examples of how contemporary European artists portrayed mission and, later, rancho life. (All of the 
book’s illustrations, tables, and maps are well-chosen to complement the text.)

Southern California’s Indians, whether missionized neophytes or heathen gentiles, always had options. Indians chose 
conversion not just from material inducements—the missions impacted the ecology on which the aboriginal Tongva 
way of life depended—but also to reunite with their families. Some Tongvas who remained gentiles found work 
in the pueblo of Los Angeles (1781), where some of them formed stable families. (Phillips provides an informative 
table illustrating better gender balance among the gentiles than among the neophytes in Los Angeles in 1830, and 
speculates that the neophytes were probably fugitives.) Later Cahuillas and Serranos, both converts and gentiles, 
found work on ranchos in the San Bernardino area. 

When the Mexican government ordered the missions secularized in the 1830s, Indians at San Gabriel and San 
Fernando missions had new options: some chose to work collectively on the former mission lands—about 450 
neophytes remained at San Gabriel in 1845. Others petitioned successfully for individual land grants. Phillips attributes 
the rancheros’ gracious, leisurely lifestyle to the plentiful supply of Indian labor. Indian farmers provided most of the 
rancheros’ grain and vegetables. By the 1850s Indian life in the pueblo became degraded by drunkenness and lack of 
work, and a smallpox epidemic in the 1860s impacted them disproportionately. But Indian labor remained important 
north of the Santa Ana River into the 1860s. Mexicans from Sonora and Chinese supplanted them in the 1870s.

This latest of Professor Phillips’ books about southern California’s Indians—he has written five others—will be a 
valuable addition to any Californian’s historical library. It is also beautifully produced.

A. C. W. Bethel is a Professor (emeritus) at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

Book Reviews
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Book Reviews

(Continued on page 8.)

The Life and Truth of George R. Stewart: A Literary Biography of the 
Author of Earth Abides 

By Donald M. Scott. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland Publishing Company, 2012. Photographs, notes, bibliography, index.  
Pp. 246. $55 softcover. Available at www.mcfarlandpub.com or by calling (800) 253-2187; or on Kindle at Amazon.  
Reviewed by Robert C. Pavlik.

The times, trials, travels and accomplishment of George R. Stewart (1895-1980) are well 
documented in this engaging biography, written by a longtime student and admirer of the 
former UC Berkeley English professor.

Stewart was a Pennsylvania native whose family was acquainted with another writer and 
California emigrant, the poet Robinson Jeffers. Stewart grew up in southern California 
but went east for his education, earning his A.B. degree at Princeton in 1917 before join-
ing the U.S. Army. Following a medical discharge he enrolled at UC Berkeley for his M.A. 
(on another writer and traveler, Robert Louis Stevenson), before finishing his studies at 
Columbia University. Stewart took a break from his studies to complete a 3,181 mile bike 
trip through the United Kingdom and Europe; he was a peripatetic peddler who would 
later put his rambles to work in several well regarded books.

Following his graduation with a Ph.D. from Columbia, Stewart took a job at the University 
of Michigan, where he met his future wife, Theodosia (also known as “Ted”). In 1923 he 
moved to Berkeley (and witnessed the great fire of September 1923), where he assumed 
a professorship that would last for 39 years. The couple was married the following year in 
Ann Arbor, and had two children, Jack and Jill, who were raised in the Berkeley Hills as well 
as in a writer’s cabin in the Sierra Nevada, and on the road while their father conducted 
his research for his many books.

Stewart had a strong sense of place when writing his non-fiction and his many novels; in 
that sense, he pre-dated the venerable Wallace Stegner by several years. Later, the two 
men came to be friends, visiting each other at their homes across the San Francisco Bay 
from one another. Stewart conducted extensive field work for Ordeal by Hunger, for many 
years the definitive tale of the Donner Party. His clear affection for the Sierra Nevada led to 
two more stories set there, Storm and Fire, both paying homage to the workers who face natural (and sometimes 
human caused) challenges with courage and aplomb. Stewart loved to drive, crossing the country on U.S. 40 several 
times for his photographic essay of the same name. As an odologist Stewart wrote the first nationwide treatment, 
Names on the Land, encompassing an impressive array of place names all across the United States. And, as a con-
servationist and close observer of the events surrounding the dropping of the atomic bomb, he wrote a science-
fiction treatment of life in the Bay Area following a worldwide cataclysmic event. Earth Abides takes its name from 
a passage in the Bible, but even the Good Book ceases to hold meaning for the post-apocalyptic survivors in this 
classic story. Stewart even played a critical role in the loyalty oath controversy that roiled the University of California 
in the 1950s; his book, The Year of the Oath is regarded by Scott as “a classic study of the fight to preserve our civil 
liberties and a testament to academic freedom… .”

The more you learn about this prolific author, the greater your admiration will grow. You’ll also learn something 
about the biographer (Don Scott), and you’ll admire him, too, for his persistence as well as his enthusiasm.

Robert C. Pavlik is the author of Norman Clyde: Legendary Mountaineer of California’s Sierra.

The Golden State in the Civil War: Thomas Starr King, the Republican Party, 
and the Birth of Modern California 

By Glenna Matthews. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2012. Map, illustrations, notes, index. Pp. xii + 272, $25.99, paper. 
Reviewed by A. C. W. Bethel.

This deeply researched, well-documented, and engagingly-written book brings a new perspective to our understand-
ing of Civil War California. On the national level, California’s role seems peripheral: California statehood in 1850 
added to sectional tensions, California gold and Nevada silver helped finance the war, and two California military 
units fought in the east. But Dr. Matthews focuses instead on California’s internal tensions and sees the Civil War 
as a turning point in California’s incorporation into the mainstream of American life.
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Matthews begins with an overview of the development of California’s complex and 
often violent and oppressive political, economic and social structure before the 
Civil War. In the 1850s, mining and cattle ranching dominated the economy, making 
northern and southern California so different economically and demographically 
that legislators wanted to divide the state. Banking was slow to develop, and cash 
was scarce. California was remote from political events in the contiguous states, and 
land titles and federally funded infrastructure projects were more important issues 
for Californians than were the sectional issues that led to the Civil War. California’s 
federal legislators usually voted with Southerners, even though only a small fraction 
of California’s citizens were Southern born. Californios in the south paradoxically 
allied themselves politically with pro-slavery Democrats who supported squatter 
claims to their Mexican-era land grants. Legislation adopted in 1850 included the 
Foreign Miners Tax, which oppressed Chinese and Mexicans, and the Indian Act, which 
consigned Indians to debt peonage. In 1852 the legislature added a state Fugitive 
Slave Law, though California was a free state. Vigilantism and dueling were endemic.

Matthews next devotes a chapter to Thomas Starr King’s New England background. 
King gained public notice by his oratorical skills as a Universalist minister, and later as 
a speaker on the Lyceum circuit. His powerful voice contrasted with his 5 foot, 2 inch 
height. Largely self-taught, his grasp of Unitarian and Transcendental metaphysical 
and aesthetic ideas gained him the friendship of Boston intellectuals, writers, poets, 
and artists, and he incorporated these ideas into his sermons and speeches. Seeing 
runaway slaves being returned to slavery made him an abolitionist.

King relocated to California in 1860 and Jessie Benton Frémont soon included him 
in her San Francisco salon. Matthews presents King as a cultural broker, introducing 
Californians to East Coast ideas. The exchange was reciprocal: when Herman Melville 
came to California, King introduced him to California literary figures such as Bret 

Harte, and King sent prints of Carleton Watkins’ large-format Yosemite photographs to his Boston friends.

King argued forcefully against secession and for emancipation. He was comfortable addressing African-American 
audiences, but King was a man of his time: he didn’t argue for racial equality, and he endorsed the Manifest Destiny 
of the Anglo-Saxon race. During the war he spoke to raise funds for the Sanitary Commission, a forerunner of the 
Red Cross. Worn down by his demanding schedule, King died in 1864, of diphtheria, short of his 30th birthday. His 
friends expanded and structured his Sanitary Commission campaign, which raised more money than any other state 
by a wide margin. It also gave California women their first experience of working together for a common cause.

King’s California career is only one of Matthews’ themes. She also describes the slow development of California’s 
Republican party, how Cornelius Cole and Leland Stanford shaped and promoted it, and the reasons for its postwar 
decline. Politics influenced federal aid to infrastructure development, which reshaped California from the 1860s. 
Republicans and Democrats had both lobbied for federal support for California’s transcontinental telegraph 
connection. Opened in 1861, it bound California’s economy more closely to mainstream America. Sectional 
intransigence had blocked federal support for a transcontinental railroad route until the Civil War, so promoting it 
became a Republican cause, and California’s Republican party founders were major investors. Completed in 1869, 
the transcontinental railroad soon redirected California’s postwar economy toward tourism and specialty agriculture.

Matthews devotes a chapter to the mixed and changing fortunes of California’s Indians, Californios, Chinese, and 
African-Americans. These profiles offer some surprises: California’s small but prosperous and literate black population 
held conventions and sued for their rights. The Chinese Six Companies hired lawyers and lobbyists. Some Californios 
held political office through the 1860s. California’s Indians fared the worst: lacking friends or resources, they were 
held in debt peonage in the south and hunted to extermination in the north.

Matthews’ maps and illustrations are well-chosen. Any errors are trivial. The book makes a good companion to 
Leonard L. Richards, The California Gold Rush and the Coming of the Civil War (New York, NY: Vintage, 2008), which 
focuses on California politicians’ maneuverings at home and nationally.

A. C. W. Bethel is a Professor (Emeritus) at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

(Continued from page 7.)

Book Reviews
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Reshaping Our National Parks and Their Guardians: The Legacy of  
George B. Hartzog Jr. 

By Kathy Mengak. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press. xiv + 296 pages; photographs, maps, index; cloth, $39.95.  
Reviewed by Robert C. Pavlik.

When reviewing a new book I like to see what other previous works might complement it. Because George Hartzog, 
Jr. was Director of the National Park Service under Presidents Johnson and Nixon, I checked biographies on both 
of those men, including Nixon and the Environment by J. Brooks Flippen (2000; also a UNM imprint). Flippen does 
not go into great detail about the NPS, but he does use a quote from Hartzog as the title of one of his chapters: 
following the Santa Barbara Oil Spill of January 28, 1969, Hartzog stated, “Ecology has finally achieved currency.”

George Jr. was a native of rural South Carolina, born in 1920 to a farming family. A series of disasters battered the 
family; as he wrote in his memoir, “poverty clung to us like a sweat-soaked shirt.” He left school early to help support 
the family. His innate abilities were recognized and supported by several people who helped him obtain his high 
school diploma and, later, his law license (without attending law school). Following a stint in the U.S. Army during 
World War II he joined the National Park Service. Within 18 years his drive and ambition would take him to the top 
spot as the Service’s seventh director.

One of his first tasks following his appointment was to prepare a memo outlining his priorities, which included 
preserving cultural and historic resources. Hartzog was an advocate and supporter of historic preservation, and 
worked hard behind the scenes to ensure that the National Park Service would be the federal agency in charge of 
the National Register of Historic Places, created with the passage of the National Historic Preservation Act in 1966. 
Hartzog championed many major changes within his department, among them, hiring the first African American 
superintendent (Robert Stanton, who would go on to be the NPS Director 1997-2002), the first woman superin-
tendent (Carol Martin) and Regional Director (Lorraine Mintzmyer), and the first Native American superintendents 
(Carl Lewis and Clarence Gorman).

In addition, he supported private-public partnerships such as the non-profit  
Yosemite Institute, established in October of 1971 by a group of private citizens with the 
cooperation of the National Park Service and the Yosemite Park and Curry Company. Since 
then, students from all over the state of California and across the country have come to 
Yosemite for environmental educational programs tailored to their specific needs.

During his 8 year tenure he added a record seventy-two parks to the system totaling 2.7 
million acres. This included not just national parks, but historical and archaeological monu-
ments and sites, recreation areas, seashores, riverways, memorials, and cultural units com-
memorating minority experiences in America. Visitation to the national parks also doubled 
during this time, indicative of the increasing mobility of our citizens as well as an expanding 
interest in parks and historic sites.

Mengak began interviewing Hartzog in 1996 and continued to tape-record their conversa-
tions until his death in 2008. Hartzog offered descriptions of the inner workings of the Na-
tional Park Service, behind-the scenes stories, and his own explanations of his actions and 
decisions, and is quoted extensively throughout the book. Hartzog’s 1988 memoir, Battling 
for the National Parks served as an important source for Mengak’s biography, which does a 
good job of expanding on this earlier work, striving to provide a broader context for Hartzog’s 
contributions, accomplishments, and shortfalls.

Each chapter ends with a synopsis of the content. The result is somewhat stilted and repeti-
tive, and reads a little bit like the dissertation that the book is based on.

Robert Pavlik is a Supervising Environmental Planner at Caltrans and former National Park Service Historian.

Book Reviews
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California History Action Editorial Information

Awards
 Donna Harris (harrisdl@earthlink.net)
California History Day
 Rick Moss (rmoss@oaklandlibrary.org)
Conference
 Stephanie George (sgeorge@fullerton.edu)
Directory Chair
 Darlene Roth (darlene.roth@gmail.com)
Legislative Action
 Blythe Liles (blythe.liles@parks.ca.gov)
 Heather Lavezzo Downey (hldowneyt@gmail.com)
 Tracy Phillips (ccph@csus.edu)
Membership
 Bryan Larson (blarson@jrphistorical.com)
 Chandra Miller (cmiller@jrphistorical.com)
 Stephanie George (sgeorge@fullerton.edu)

Mini-Grants
 Meta Bunse (mbunse@jrphistorical.com)
 Tory Inloes (tinkerswim@yahoo.com)
Newsletter
 Walt Bethel (acwbethel@sbcglobal.net)
Nominations
 Ty Smith (tysmith@parks.ca.gov)
Public Sector CRM
 Stephen Payne (stephenpayne@surfnetc.com)
Technology (Website, Facebook)
 Heather Lavezzo Downey (hldowney@gmail.com)

CCPH Leadership

CCPH Committees

Officers
President

Stephanie George
sgeorge@fullerton.edu

Vice President/President-Elect
Heather Lavezzo Downey
hldowney@gmail.com

Treasurer
Paul Spitzzeri
p.spitzzeri@homesteadmuseum.org 

Recording Secretary/Administrative Assistant
Tracy Phillips 
ccph@csus.edu

California History Action (CHA) is the official publication 
of the California Council for the Promotion of History 
(CCPH). CHA’s purpose is to disseminate news to CCPH 
members. The views expressed in CHA are solely those of 
their authors; their publication in CHA does not constitute 
an endorsement by CCPH.

Sharing information is an essential part of CCPH’s mission, 
and the editor invites input from the general membership 
as well as committee chairs. We prefer that articles and 
other materials be submitted by e-mail, either in the text 
of the message or as an attachment. However we also  

accept printed or typewritten material submitted by post.

Please send all submissions to:

Walt Bethel, Editor 
776 Cardinal Court 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420-1305 
acwbethel@sbcglobal.net 

CCPH publishes CHA quarterly, in March, June, September 
and January. Deadlines for submitting material to CHA are 
February 1, May 1, August 1, and December 1 respectively.

Board of Directors
Terms Expiring 12/31/13
 Walter Bethel  Heather Downey
 Chandra Miller  Ty Smith

Terms Expiring 12/31/14
 Meta Bunse  Bryan Larson
 Blythe Liles   Stephen Payne

Terms Expiring 12/31/15
 Stephanie George Rick Moss
 Richard Orsi  Darlene Roth
 Chuck Wilson

Ex Officio   Patrick Ettinger

CCPH encourages the reprinting of articles published in this newsletter. 
To do so, use the credit line - “Reprinted from California History Action, 
the newsletter of the California Council for the Promotion of History.” 
To inquire about using photograhs, contact the CHA editor.
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Liaisons

Join the California Council for the Promotion of History

All members receive issues of California History Action, the CCPH newsletter for history advocacy; notices 
of CCPH conferences and workshops; and other CCPH publications. Corporate and institutional members 
also receive membership rates for two individuals at conferences and other events. 

Annual dues are due January 1; those received from new members after August 1 are credited to the 
next year.

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Affiliation _____________________________________________  Position  ____________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________ State  __________ ZIP ________________________

Phone (H) ___________________________________ (W) __________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________________________________________

Areas of Historical Interest _____________________________________________________________________

Membership Categories: 

___ Lifetime  $300 ____ Patron  $100   ____ Colleague/Corporate  $50

___ Institutional  $40 ____ Individual  $30   ____ Student/Senior  $15

All dues and contributions are tax-deductible. Send this form and payment to CCPH, CSU Sacramento, Department 
of History, 6000 J St., Sacramento, CA 95819-6059. For more information contact (916) 798-5099, ccph@csus.edu, 
or visit http://www.ccphhistoryaction.org/.

 

CCPH Liaisons

The following is a list of CCPH liaisons with state and national heritage organizations. This list of represen-
tatives has been established so that liaisons can supply important information to the CCPH membership 
and so members will have an appropriate contact should the need arise. Are you a member of a state or 
national association and want to serve as a CCPH liaison? Contact us at ccph@csus.edu or (916) 798-5099.

American Association of Museums (AAM)

 Open

American Association for State and Local History (AASLH)

 Mike Bennett (michaelbennett@sanjoaquin.org)

California Association of Museums (CAM)

 Carola Rupert Enriquez (caenriquez@kern.org)

California Historical Records Advisory Board (CHRAB)

 Patricia Johnson (pjohnson@cityofsacramento.org)

California Historical Society (CHS)

 Anthea Hartig (ahartig@calhist.org) 

 Dick Orsi (richard.orsi@csueastbay.edu)

California Mission Studies Association (CMSA)

 Open

Conference of California Historical Societies (CCHS)

 Ben Wirick (info@californiahistorian.com)

National Council on Public History (NCPH)

 Darlene Roth (darlene.roth@gmail.com)

Society for California Archaeology (SCA)

 Shelly Davis-King (shellydk@frontiernet.net)

Southwest Oral History Association (SOHA)

 Susan Douglass Yates (syates@coh.org)

State Historical Resources Commission(SHRC)

 Rick Moss (rmoss@oaklandlibrary.org)

Western History Association (WHA)

 Ken Owens (owensk@csus.edu)

Western Museums Association

 Rebecca Carruthers (rcarruthers@cityofsacramento.org)
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To:

CCPH Is Now on Twitter

Twitter is a “real-time information network that connects you to the latest sto-
ries, ideas, opinions, and news,” according to its website. It can also be thought 
of as little bursts of information about a topic—never longer than 140 charac-
ters—that you can access on your computer or your mobile device.

The California Council for the Promotion of History (CCPH) now has a Twitter 
account to which you can subscribe. It’s not going to replace our website, but on 
it, you will find the latest information about CCPH and other California stories, 
conferences, workshops, and legislative action we’d like to share.

By following us, you might be the first to learn about our Call for Conference 
Proposals or mini-grant deadlines. Moreover, we hope our followers will help 
spread the word about what CCPH is doing by “retweeting” our stories on their 
own Twitter accounts.

Whether you subscribe to Twitter or not, you can follow us at https://twitter.
com/CCPHAction. And if you already have your own Twitter account, you can 
subscribe to CCPHAction right from our website.

What’s trending on Twitter these days? Let’s make it California history!
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