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Annual Awards Luncheon

The California Council for the Promotion of History’s (CCPH) Awards Program pays tribute 
to our distinguished colleagues and mentors in the public history field. This year there were 
two recipients of the Dave Byrd Award for Meritorious Performance and Promise, which is 
a wood-mounted engraved bronze plaque awarded to an individual, organization, or agency 
making an outstanding contribution to the promotion of history.

• CCPH presented a Dave Byrd Award to freelance media producer George Thelen, a volunteer 
at the Marin History Museum in San Rafael. He produces and narrates the Museum’s award-
winning podcast series highlighting the people, places and events that have shaped Marin 
County. He is also the project manager for the Museum’s mobile app, which enables users 
to interact with a virtual map on which geo-coded icons mark over 225 points of historical 
interest. Users can click on each icon to gain access to audio, video, and still images from 
the Marin History Museum’s extensive archives.

• CCPH also presented a Dave Byrd Award to San Luis Obispo City Historian Joseph Carotenuti, 
for his tireless dedication to identifying, indexing, and preserving important historical docu-
ments in the San Luis Obispo City Hall archives, which he undertook as a volunteer when he 
discovered that they had never been systematically inventoried. He has successfully partnered 
with other community organizations to help advance his work, and his outreach has been 
a model for other cities. He has also shared the material he has found in numerous articles 
for San Luis Obispo’s Journal Plus magazine.

CCPH presented the James C. Williams Award for Outstanding Service to former CCPH Presi-
dent and JRP public history research group partner Meta Bunse, who also coordinated our 
Fall, 2012, Conference arrangements.

The award winners, left to right, Joseph Carotenuti, Meta Bunse, and George Thelen
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The James C. Williams Award is a special commendation commemorating demonstrated professional excellence 
and long-term commitment to CCPH. The award itself is a polished Gold-Rush prospector’s pan. The inscription on 
Meta Bunse’s pan reads,

In admiring gratitude for her masterful organization and people skills, her collaborative spirit, her un-
failing good sense and her infectious silliness that puts a human face on CCPH and smoothes the way.

Financial Stipends

To help foster and encourage new talent 
in the field of public history and historic 
preservation, CCPH also awards financial 
stipends to student historians. These sti-
pends are funded by CCPH, and through a 
grant from the California Office of Historic 
Preservation. They include paid conference 
registration fees, one year free CCPH mem-

berships, paid attendance at the annual 
awards luncheon, and up to $350. Priority 

is given to applicants who present papers at the conference. All stipend recipients donate at least four hours of 
service to help make the Conference a success.

In 2012 CCPH awarded stipends to eight promising young historians:

• Jill Bono is currently working on a master’s degree in Public History at CSU East Bay and is particularly interested 
in California history. She presented a Conference paper on the Ocean Shore Railroad and rum-running at Half 
Moon Bay during Prohibition.

• Melinda Crisler. Melinda holds a BA in history from CSU Northridge and is currently a graduate student at CSU 
Bakersfield. She presented a conference paper on “Community Involvement and Political Activism of Kern County 
Clubwomen Since 1896.”

• Jill Dolan. Jill is a graduate student in the joint CSU Sacramento/UCSB Public History PH.D. program where she is 
investigating historical memory and presentation in Los Angeles. Jill also serves as assistant review editor of The 
Public Historian.

• April Farnham holds a BA in history from CSU Sacramento. 
Her work focuses heavily on Native American and Califor-
nia Indian ethno history. April organized and moderated a 
panel discussion about West Sacramento’s connection to 
a Pan-Indian Social Movement for the 2012 Conference.

• Britani Orona. Brittani is a graduate student in the public 
history program at CSU Sacramento. While she wishes to 
focus on archival work, her thesis project is an exhibit for 
the CSU Sacramento Anthropology Museum.

• Tracy Phillips. Tracy is a graduate student in the public 
history program at CSU Sacramento. She is also this year’s 
CCPH Administrative Assistant.

• Monica Steinberg. Monica is a Ph.D. candidate in Art History 
at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. 
At the Conference she presented a paper, “The Prankster 
Antics of the Los Angeles Avant-Garde of the 1950s.”

• Kathryn Vastola. Kathryn is a graduate of Brown University 
currently living in Davis, CA. Her senior honors thesis was 
entitled: “Wakamatsu Remembered: Collective Memory at 
a Gold Country Farm, 1856-Present.” Kathryn is preparing 
to apply to history Ph.D. programs.

The stipend winners, left to right, Melinda Crisler, Jill Dolan, Brittani Orona, Tracy Phillips, Kathryn Vastola
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Our Fall 2012 Woodland Conference: Summaries of the Presentations
The Plenary Session: “Curating California in Public”

This year two speakers shared our plenary session.

California Historical Society (CHS) Executive Director, Dr. Anthea Hartig, was Direc-
tor of the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Western Office for six years and 
before that taught history and cultural studies at La Sierra University at Riverside 
and graduate courses at UC Riverside, chaired the State Historical Resources Com-
mission during the Davis administration, served as a municipal planner for over ten 
years, and operated her own cultural resources consulting firm.

Noting that these are difficult times for those who practice and advocate preserving 
our cultural heritage, as exemplified by the recent razing of Wallace Stegner’s Los 
Altos writing studio, Dr. Hartig urged that we need to stop having the same conver-
sations at the same meetings, get past the public history/academic history divide, 
think about ways to make historical collections visible, accessible, engaging, and 
relevant, and adopt a genuinely statewide perspective. Dr. Hartig thinks that CHS 
has attempted this with its new Curating California project, which she described 
as an innovative and creative effort to bring scholars, artists and thinkers into the 
CHS collection to discover and present it anew.

Dr. Hartig also announced that as part of embracing new realities, CHS will soon 
phase out the print version of its quarterly journal, California History, in favor of 
a suite of both printed and electronic publications. Spirited audience responses 
focused on the wealth of archival material needed by public historians around 
the state. The audience also debated the durability of the digital realm as it is so 
dependent on constantly changing technology.

Environmental historian Jon Christensen formerly directed the Bill Lane Center for the American West at Stanford, 
where he was also a Principal Investigator in the Spatial History Project, and the City Nature digital humanities 
project. Professor Christensen has now joined the History Department and the Institute for the Environment and 
Sustainability at UCLA. He also worked with CHS Executive Director Dr. Anthea Hartig in developing the Curating 
California project.

Professor Christensen showed us the distinctive collaborative, interdisciplinary, open-ended, and computer-based 
aspects of the Spatial History Project. Among other examples, he discussed the 2013 Year of the Bay as an ongoing, 
interactive project that will tie together people’s photos, maps, videos, audio recordings, and memories to build 
up a picture of the diverse history of San Francisco’s Bay Area. The project doesn’t just gather data, it combines it 
in new ways. Collaborations with the National Park Service, museums, historical societies, and media all provide 
important inputs. Early historic maps often romanticized the landscape as well as described it, and illustrations 
from the time can be fitted into these maps to develop a larger image of how people once saw the geography of 
place, in contrast to different images from later times. History, he says, is a resource for the present and future—
the past is “a different country.” Professor Christensen isn’t opposed to historians writing books and articles, but 
projects like the Year of the Bay are necessarily collaborative: “We don’t do anything alone.”

Some questions from the audience focused on the practical problem of making digital archives from such sources 
as the Auto Club and Cal Trans more accessible to local history organizations. Others raised the problem of verify-
ing “crowdsourced” material and of copyright.

Our Banquet Presentation: Envisioning the Delta As It Once Was.

In his dramatically illustrated presentation about visions of Delta restoration Jon Christensen raised the question, 
“restored to what?” The Delta has been changing as long as we’ve known about it, and we can’t separate nature 
from human intervention. Without understanding what people were doing, you don’t have environmental history.
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Trying to find out what the Delta was when Europeans and Americans first arrived requires reconstructing what 
processes were at work then, and what the habitat was like. In order to find out, we need historical evidence, but 
early historic written records can be hard to fit into what we see there now. We do have diaries left by market 
hunters and early river travelers, newspaper accounts of floods and broken levees; records of projects to dredge 
steamer channels, government surveys. GIS techniques, aerial photos, and USGS maps can be used to bring together 
disparate data, enabling us to locate the hidden lake that a Gold-Rush era duck hunter reported, for example, or 
plot the extent of salt-water intrusion over time by locating where both tules and willows grew.

While Professor Christensen didn’t intend his presentation as a policy paper, which would involve questions of 
public need, he does think that knowing the history of the Delta can give us insight into the possibilities of such 
complex, expensive and controversial proposals as the Bay Delta Conservation Plan. (For more information, visit 
baydeltaconservationplan.com.)

California’s Auto Clubs
Creating the California Road Trip: Good Roads, Open Access, and Triptiks
Tracey Panek, Historian and Archivist for the American Automobile Association’s (AAA) affiliate 
club for Northern California, Nevada and Utah (AAA NCNU), traced the club’s history from its 
founding as the Automobile Club of California (ACC)by wealthy auto enthusiasts in 1900. The 
ACC sponsored reliability runs at a time when roads outside cities were unpaved and unsigned, 
and long-distance trips required navigation skills. These trips were also social occasions.

In 1907 the ACC merged with the AAA and incorporated as the California State Automobile 
Association (CSAA). Its mission statement was “Good Roads and Just Legislation,” and the club’s 
efforts gained auto access to Golden Gate Park, and to Yosemite. The CSAA sent out cartographers 
to survey roads and issued its first strip maps in 1909. Well-trained CSAA staff offered driving 
directions, advised members of current road conditions, and marked maps for them. The CSAA 
posted yellow diamond-shaped enamel-on-metal road signs to mark driving routes, including the 
Lincoln Highway from Salt Lake City to San Francisco. (The Club closed its cartography department 
in 2008 and now relies on the national AAA office for maps.)

The CSAA has offered auto insurance since 1914. In 1922 the CSAA created a Yosemite tow 
camp to rescue stranded motorists, and in 1924 began its emergency roadside service in San 
Francisco and Oakland. Other member services included issuing license plates and hunting and 
fishing licenses.

AAA NCNU has albums of people’s travel memories in their collection. These memories often 
involve other key players in auto travel, such as state parks.

Keep Them Doggies Movin’: California Tourism in the Early Automotive Age
Morgan Yates, Corporate Archivist for the Automobile Club of Southern California (ACSC), traced 
the ACSC’s development beginning with its founding in 1900 by ten wealthy Angelenos who 
wanted to promote motorists’ interests.

Early autos struggled over unpaved, rutted roads, and without signage it was easy to take a wrong 
turn that could end in a farmer’s field. In 1904 the ACSC combined a 42-car tour to Pomona’s 
upscale Palomares hotel with a lunch where Los Angeles County supervisors and sheriff whom 
the ACSC had invited heard board members speak in favor of better roads and statewide uniform 
motor vehicle laws. The latter were first enacted in 1905. In n1921 the ACSC established an 

engineering department to participate actively in highway planning.

The ACSC adopted a service mission in 1906, drastically cutting its membership dues and ending its social functions. 
The ACSC’s survey crews gathered information about road conditions, and the club began posting road signs. The 
ACSC’s Interinsurance Exchange began issuing policies in 1912.

In 1909 the ACSC began publishing its annual tour books—folding maps came in 1911—and its monthly magazine, 
Touring Topics, which became Westways in 1934. Long-time editor Phil Townsend Hanna shaped it into a significant 
literary and life-style magazine.

The ACSC’s architecturally impressive Spanish Revival headquarters building at Adams and Figueroa opened in 
1923. Declared an historic cultural landmark in 1971, it still serves members, though many administrative functions 
relocated to Costa Mesa in 1997.
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California Social Movements: Different Perspectives

The Prankster Antics of the Los Angeles Avant-Garde of the 1950s
Monica Steinberg, who teaches art history at Hunter College, CUNY, cited oral history and interviews as well as 
published materials and archival evidence to document the prankster antics of the Los Angeles avant-garde of the 
1950s, at a time when the 1947 Hollywood Blacklist still exemplified the conservative establishment’s attitude toward 
what they regarded as politically subversive, perhaps communist-inspired abstract art. The avant-garde shocked 
conservative sensibilities by exhibiting sexually explicit assemblages attributed to a fictitious artist, Maurice Syndell, 
and his equally fictitious Syndell Studio.’

The Getty Research Institute’s initiative, “Pacific Standard Time,” which focuses on postwar art in Los Angeles, has 
recently made available collected papers and documentation of postwar modern art in Los Angeles. To learn more, 
visit www.getty.edu/pacificstandardtime.

From Possibility to Reality: Community Involvement and Political Activism of Kern County  
Clubwomen since 1896

Melinda Crisler, who is an MA student at the California State University (CSU), Bakersfield, discussed the civic role of 
late 19th- and early 20th-century Kern County clubwomen, which began when at least 100 women came together 
in 1896 to promote schools, libraries and conservation measures. Noting that Kern County men worked alongside 
them in these endeavors, Ms. Crisler hopes to place her regional study in the larger context of gender history.

State Worker Stories: Gender and Race at the State Workplace, 1960-2005
Danny Beagle, project manager for the California State Employees Association’s (CSEA) History Project, 
described CSEA’s evolution from the point of view of race and gender, from its beginnings in 1931 as 
a paternalistic association dominated by white male managers to its present role as a more aggressive 
organization driven by an ethnically diverse membership with a substantial number of women in leader-
ship positions.

Before collective bargaining legislation was enacted in 1979, CSEA’s internal culture reflected the gender 
and ethnic hierarchical structure of state service, and of the larger society generally. The Association 
newspaper, for example, routinely promoted beauty contests for female members “with the consent 
of their husbands,” and non-whites were conspicuously absent from leadership and staff positions. Mr. 
Beagle then provided first-hand accounts of how this culture changed, using oral histories in which women 
commented on the growth of women’s’ caucuses and the demise of the concept of the “office wife” who 
took care of her boss’s shopping and ran his errands and other needs.

Mr. Beagle tentatively suggested that these changes in institutional culture were in large part a product of the 
implementation of collective bargaining, which required the end of management dominance in the organization 
and opened doors previously closed to minorities and women. He ended by suggesting avenues for further research 
in this area of social history.

Building Roads in California’s Parks and Forests
The Civilian Conservation Corps in Yosemite National Park, 1933-1942

Professor Douglas Dodd, who teaches at CSU Bakersfield, gave an illustrated talk about the role of the President 
F. D. Roosevelt’s New Deal Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in Yosemite National Park from 1933 to 1942, when 
the CCC program ended because economic conditions improved and the military draft in World War II reduced the 
available labor pool.

The Corps began as the Emergency Conservation Work program in 1937—the CCC name came in 1937—and part-
nered variously with the Department of Labor, which did the recruiting, the War Department, which inducted and 
housed recruits, and the Departments of Agriculture and of the Interior, which chose the projects. Projects included 
fire suppression, replanting and rehabilitating landscapes, removing encroaching buildings and debris and unwanted 
roads left from logging operations, building and repairing roads, building housing, tennis courts, fish traps, trails 
and bridges, and sewage treatment facilities, maintaining telephone lines, and removing snow. There were only six 
camps at any one time, and only two of these operated year round. Some “stub camps” had only tents instead of 
army-style barracks, but all got regular hot meals. Paramilitary drill organized camp life.

On the dark side, supervisors of some CCC make-work projects discouraged efficiency, and some projects, such as 
fire suppression, proved to be environmentally destructive in the long run. But enrollees interviewed today have 
fond memories of camp life.
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The Autry Appoints Anthropologist and Scholar, Shelby J. Tisdale  
Vice President of Curatorial and Exhibitions Position
Adapted from theautry.org/press/

The Autry National Center has announced the appointment of anthropologist and scholar Dr. Shelby J. Tisdale to the 
newly created Vice President of Curatorial and Exhibitions position. Dr. Tisdale’s extensive experience in museum 
management and curation of Native American and Southwest culture exhibitions will serve to guide the Center’s 
curatorial process, including its intellectual vision, and shape the future direction of exhibitions and acquisitions.

Most recently, Dr. Tisdale was the Director of the Museum of Indian Arts and Culture/Laboratory of Anthropology 
in Santa Fe, NM. She has also written award-winning publications on Native American basketry and jewelry.

Army First Division Oral Histories
Videotaped interviews of 22 United States Army First Infantry Division veterans who served between 1944 and 
2009 are available online as part of the Cantigny First Division Oral History Project-II. Four trained history students 
at Ohio University conducted the interviews in 2009. These interviews are available through Ohio University’s Alden 
Library and can be accessed at http://media.library.ohiou.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/cantigny.

The project received financial and administrative support from the McCormick Foundation and the Cantigny First 
Division Foundation which “promotes public learning about America’s military heritage and affairs, as well as honors 
and remembers the Big Red One—the famed 1st Infantry Division of the U.S. Army.”

Phase I of the Cantigny Oral History Project was led by Ball State University and can be viewed in the Digital Media 
Repository of Ball State University Libraries.

Governor Appoints State Historic Preservation Officer
Adapted from http://ohp.parks.ca.gov.

On September 20, Governor Jerry Brown appointed Carol Roland-Nawi, 67, of Sacramento, to be State Historic 
Preservation Officer at the California Department of Parks and Recreation. Dr. Roland-Nawi has been senior historian 
and project manager at Mead & Hunt Inc. since 2009 and was the principal at Roland-Nawi Associates from 2003 
to 2009. She served as senior environmental planner at the California Department of Transportation from 2001 to 
2003 and associate historian at the State Office of Historic Preservation at the California Department of Parks and 
Recreation from 1983 to 2001. Roland-Nawi has been a member of the California Preservation Foundation since 1991 
and served as president from 2005 to 2007. She has been a member of the National Trust for Historic Preservation 
since 1995 and a board member of Sacramento Heritage Inc. from 1995 to 1999.

Island of the Blue Dolphins Cave Believed Found
Navy archaeologist Steve Schwartz believes that he’s found the cave that sheltered San Nicolas Island’s 
most famous inhabitant, a Native American woman who survived alone on the island from 1835 until 
1853. Her life inspired Scott O’Dell’s 1960 Newberry Award winning novel, Island of the Blue Dolphins.

The problem for Schwartz was that the few known caves on San Nicolas Island are all dank, wet hollows 
where the tides surge and nobody could live for long. For 20 years, Schwartz searched beaches and 
cliffs, drilled exploratory holes, studied an 1879 Government map, pored over contemporary accounts 
and conferred with other experts. With the help of recently discovered notes written in a fine script by 
a 19th century government surveyor, Schwartz now believes he’s found the Lone Woman’s cave. Further 
excavation is necessary, he said, adding that a crew of students has painstakingly removed about 40,000 
buckets, or a million pounds, of sand from a cavern at least 75 feet long and 10 feet high.

In a separate discovery that also could shed light on the Lone Woman and her people, researchers found 
two redwood boxes poking through a steep, eroding cliff. The boxes were probably made from recycled 
canoe planks held together with the tar that washes onto island beaches. They hold more than 200 stone 
blades, harpoon points, bone fishhooks and other implements.

For more information, search for 8th California Islands Symposium or go to http://californiaislands.net.

News
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Libraries and Museums Report
The Salzburg Global Seminar and the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) announce the publication of 
Libraries and Museums in an Era of Participatory Culture, a report of a meeting of fifty-eight library, museum, and 
cultural heritage leaders from 31 countries In October, 2011. This meeting resulted in a set of recommendations 
to help libraries and museums adapt effectively to societal and technological change.

The report identifies changing roles and responsibilities of libraries and museums and describes the plenary meet-
ings and the working group recommendations that resulted from them. It includes descriptions of innovative case 
studies from around the world and a summary of the concluding keynote lecture. 

For more details and to download the report, go to http://www.imls.gov and click on “re-
sources” then “publications.” The site also contains information about other IMLS projects 
and grants. Contact imlsinfo@imls.gov for more information.

NEH to Offer New National History Day Award
At the closing ceremonies of the 2012 National History Day competition, National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) Chairman Jim Leach announced that beginning in 2013, NEH would begin offering recognition and cash prizes, 
and certificates of recognition to students in all submission categories who make effective use of the Chronicling 
America database.

Chronicling America, a 7-year-old partnership between the NEH and the Library of Congress, offers students free 
access to nearly five million pages of local stories, advertisements, and opinions published between 1836 and 1922 
in 28 states (and growing) across the country. In addition, EDSITEment, NEH’s educational website for teachers, 
students, and parents, will develop new educator and student resources to facilitate and encourage use of the 
newspaper material.

National History Day is a national year-long academic program focused on historical research for 6th to 12th grade 
students. Each year, more than half a million students chose historical topics related to a theme and conduct extensive 
primary and secondary research to prepare original papers, websites, exhibits, performances, and documentaries 
for entry into local, state, and national History Day competitions

For more information, visit chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/, historycoalition.org/, and edsitement.neh.gov.

San Francisco’s Fire Damaged Pier 29 to Be Rebuilt
Adapted from sf-port.org.

A two-hour, 4-alarm fire damaged the roof and bulkhead portion of San Francisco’s Pier 29 on Wednesday, June 
20. Due to hazardous conditions in the interior of the building and the severity of damage to the façade, the Port 
demolished large portions of the arch and the roof and the trusses immediately behind the arch, while preserving 
the Pier 29 emblem and remaining arch quoins.

Built in 1918, the Pier 29 façade is part of the row of matching Beaux-Arts pier-fronts that line San Francisco’s Em-
barcadero north from the Ferry Building. They are included in the Embarcadero National Register Historic District.

On June 29, San Francisco’s Board of Supervisors directed the Port to repair Pier 29 in an expeditious manner and. 
authorized emergency contracts for the project. Repairs began with stabilizing the damaged structure; next is the 
restoration, which will include seismic upgrades. The final phase will address life, safety and accessibility issues. On 
August 8 insurer AIG-Lexington paid $2 million toward the project; the Port’s emergency fund will cover the $500,000 
deductible. In a report to the Port Commission on August 9, Port Executive Director Monique Moyer stated that 
the Port is working to complete restoration of the building shell by March 1, 2013, as requested by the America’s 
Cup Event Authority, whose Spectator Village is adjacent. Meanwhile, a fabric wrap decorated with a graphic of the 
bulkhead will conceal the scaffolding.

Scripto: A Tool for Community Transcription
The Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

The Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media (RRCHNM) at George Mason University is pleased to announce 
the release of its newest open-source tool, Scripto, which opens up the possibilities of community transcription for 
digital humanities projects in universities, libraries, archives, and museums.

For more information, visit http://chnm.gmu.edu.

News 
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NEH Grants Announced
The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) has awarded $17.5 million in grants for 246 humanities projects 
proposed by institutions and independent scholars in 41 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.

NEH Grants within California relevant to CCPH’s mission include the following topics:

• A challenge matching grant to improve collections storage conditions, renovate the exhibition gallery, develop a 
dedicated study center, and create a California Indian basket weavers’ garden for the Phoebe A. Hearst Museum 
at the University of California (UC), Berkeley.

• Fellowships for college teachers and independent scholars and awards for faculty to create a biography of Chilean 
folklorist, musician and visual artist Violeta Parra at the California State University (CSU), Dominguez Hills.

• A fellowship to write a history of Musical Theater in Mexican Los Angeles, 1910-1940, awarded to Dr. John Koegel, 
Professor of Musicology at CSU Fullerton.

• A digital documentation photography training workshop for staff, interns and volunteers at Claremont’s Petterson 
Museum.

• A fellowship to unaffiliated scholar Miriam Pawel to write a biography of labor leader and community organizer 
César Chávez.

• A preservation assessment of the collections and purchase of environmental monitoring equipment for UC Davis’s 
C. N. Gorman Museum.

• A preservation assessment of the Fresno County Library’s California and Genealogy Room; the collection includes 
over 30,000 books, microfilm reels, and manuscript items as well as 113 linear feet of local government records 
from 1850, oral histories, and extensive material on Fresno-born author William Saroyan.

• A preservation assessment and on-line staff training for the Los Angeles County Public Library Chicano Resource 
Center’s 2,000-item collection of actor Anthony Quinn’s papers and memorabilia, including correspondence, 
scripts, and taped interviews.

• A preservation assessment of the California Baptist University’s Annie Gabriel Library’ special collections, including 
storage and environmental conditions. The collections include university archives, an extensive collection of 
hymnals, church history, biblical studies and theology. The University is located at Riverside.

• Professional-assistance in developing a disaster preparedness and response plan for the preservation of the 
archaeological and ethnic collections housed in the Karuk Tribe Cultural Center at Happy Camp in Siskiyou County.

• Balboa Art Conservation Center’s regional preservation field service program to provide preservation surveys, 
workshops, technical consultations, and educational materials to museums and historical organizations in California, 
Arizona, Oregon and Washington. The Balboa Art Center is located in San Diego.

• The San Francisco Bay Area Video Coalition’s development of “a suite of open-source, quality-control software tools that 
will ensure accurate and efficient assessment of video media integrity throughout the archival digitalization process.”

• Education and training workshops on disaster preparedness, emergency response, and collections care 
management that would result in disaster plans for libraries and archives in 11 western states and three Pacific 
territories. San Mateo’s Bay Area and Peninsula Library System received the award.

• Purchase of preservation supplies for the Robert Louis Stevenson Museum at St. Helena, including temperature, 
humidity and ultraviolet light monitors, collection contamination mitigators, and basic disaster supplies. The 
museum houses nearly 11,000 items relating to Stevenson, his family and friends, and his writings.

• Hiring a paper conservator to conduct a general preservation assessment of the Beyond Baroque Foundation 
archive, which documents the West Coast literary scene after 1950. The consultant would also train the 
archive’s staff in collections care and recommend the purchase of environmental monitoring equipment. The 
Beyond Baroque Foundation was founded in Venice, California, in 1968 and published a magazine and books of 
experimental poetry and art. Its archive holds materials central to studying Los Angeles poets and writers as well 
as such national figures as Allen Ginsberg.

• Purchase of shelving, map cases and supplies for the Yolo County Archive in Woodland, and funding staff attendance 
at Western Archives Institute workshops focusing on disaster preparedness. Yolo County was one of California’s 
original 27 counties formed in 1850, and its archive includes maps from the transition from Mexican to United 
States governance.

News



Winter 2013 9

Port Seeks Adaptive Reuse of Chicken-of-the-Sea Cannery Complex 
Adapted from LA Conservancy e-News, Issue 39, September 2012 and the Los Angeles Conservancy website, lac.laconservancy.org.

On August 31, 2012, the Port of Los Angeles issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the adaptive reuse of the 
historic Chicken-of-the-Sea cannery complex at 337 Cannery Street at Fish Harbor on Terminal Island. The complex 
was Terminal Island’s longest-running cannery, and the last full-scale tuna canning plant in the United States when it 
closed in 2001. Its Chicken-of-the-Sea brand introduced steam-cooked canned tuna on a mass scale to the American 
consumer and helped build Terminal Island’s tuna canning industry. The RFP calls for projects that will reactivate, 
reuse, and preserve the existing historic buildings on site.

The relocation of Barracuda Street proposed in the Port’s 2011 Terminal Island Land Use Plan would have entailed 
the demolition of the Island’s three remaining cannery buildings, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation 
included Terminal Island on its list of the country’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places.

Venegas Family Papers Available to Researchers
Adapted from H-Net List on California Studies

The Department of Archives and Special Collections, William H. Hannon Library, Loyola Marymount University, 
has opened the Venegas Family Papers to researchers. Miguel and Dolores Venegas came to Los Angeles in 1927 
from Jalisco as refugees from the Cristeros rebellion, and their family collection documents Mexican immigrant 
and Mexican-American history in Los Angeles as well as Mexican history. It includes correspondence, photographs, 
immigration records, Roman Catholic realia and devotional literature, and business records. Almost all the corre-
spondence is in Spanish, often colloquial, with irregular orthography. The collection guide is on-line at the Online 
Archive of California: http://www.oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c8vq31nk/.

Loyola-Marymount’s special collections also include material about Los Angeles and Southern California urban de-
velopers and development in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, early Los Angeles families, the entertainment 
industry, and recent political history and politicians in Los Angeles. For more information, telephone (310) 338-5710, 
email spec.coll@lmu.edu, or view the website: http://library.lmu.edu/collections/archivesandspecialcollections.

NCPH’s New Public History Blog
History@Work, the new blog from the National Council on Public History (NCPH) welcomes short (<250-word) 
descriptions of new or ongoing public history projects of all kinds for its Project Showcase. While the projects high-
lighted so far have all been digital, NCPH hopes to hear about offline or hybrid endeavors as well.

You can find examples of how to write up your project at publichistorycommons.org/category/exhibits/showcase/. 
Email your submissions to: info@publichistorycommons.org

News 

Carolyn Ellen Douthat Oct. 27, 1947 - Nov. 1, 2012
Adapted from Inside Bay Area, November 6, 2012

Longtime California Preservation Foundation board member and one of the founders of the Oakland Heritage Alli-
ance, Carolyn Douthat died suddenly on November 1, 2012, in her garden in Oakland. A third generation Californian, 
she grew up in Santa Monica, graduated from UC Irvine and earned a law degree at Hastings College of the Law. A 
practicing attorney, she was for over thirty years one of California’s most able and hard-working advocates for the 
preservation of the state’s historic buildings. After the 1989 earthquake she helped establish Oakland’s historic Fa-
çade Improvement Program, which offers matching grants and design services for quake-damaged historic buildings. 
Possessing a dry and occasionally wicked sense of humor, Carolyn loved her family, her many eccentric friends, her 
less than obedient dog Rose, northern California, and the neighborhoods of Oakland, where she and architectural 
preservationist Alan Dreyfuss shared a Victorian home on 6th Avenue.

Obituaries 
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Huell Howser, October 18, 1945 - January 6, 2013
Adapted from Wikipedia, the Los Angeles Times, npr,org, myvalleynews.com, and calgold.com. 

Television personality and writer Huell Burnley Howser, best known for his 19-year 
PBS series, California Gold, died at his Palm Springs home on January 6 of natural 
causes. He was 67.

Howser’s television image combined a broad 
smile, casual dress, a buff physique, and thick, 
clipped hair that turned from brown to white 
over the years. His open, friendly manner, soft 
Tennessee drawl, and outgoing, upbeat, folksy “Goll-
lee” enthusiasm enlivened his explorations and 
interviews. Describing his approach to presenting 
the often unsuspected and surprising places his 
show visited, Howser said, “We operate on the 
premise that TV isn’t brain surgery. People’s stories 
are what it’s all about, If you have a good story, it 
doesn’t have to be overproduced. I want our stories 
to reveal the wonders of the human spirit and the 
richness of life in California, including its history, 

people, culture and natural wonders.” 

Originally from Gallatin, Tennessee, Huel—the name combined those of both his parents—earned a degree in 
History at the university of Tennessee, served in the Marine Corps, and worked on the staff of United States Senator 
Howard Baker. 

Howser began his television career at WSM in Nashville, then hosted a magazine-style program at WCBS in New York 
before relocating to Los Angeles as a reporter for KCBS in 1981. In 1987 he moved to KCET, a PBS affiliate, where he 
produced Videolog, which soon morphed into the longer-format California’s Gold. California’s Gold spun off other 
programs. One was Road Trip, sponsored by the Automobile Club of Southern California, in which Huell and his 
cameraman followed a highway with no particular destination in mind. Others were California’s Golden Missions, 
California’s Golden Parks, California’s Golden Beaches, and Visiting, which introduced Southern California’s diverse 
neighborhoods and the people who live there. Other programs were “California’s Green,” “California’s Water” and 
“Downtown.”

After 25 years with KCET, Howser retired last November 27. death came after a long illness, according to his spokesman 
Ryan Morris, who declined to give details. Morris added that as Howser wished, there would be no funeral service.

California Political Scientist Jeffrey Lustig Passes
Adapted from Robert D. Dávila, and from Pia Lopez, both Sacramento Bee.

Political science professor Richard Jeffrey Lustig (1943-2012) was an energetic scholar, public intellectual, 
and political activist.

Originally from San Diego, Dr. Lustig earned all of his degrees in political science at the University of 
California, Berkeley. Politically on the left and radicalized by a visit to Cuba in 1963, he was arrested in 
free speech demonstrations as a student and agitated against the Vietnam War. 

Describing himself as a migrant intellectual worker, Dr. Lustig taught at a variety of California institutions, 
until he got a permanent position at California State University, Sacramento in 1988. He taught a 
wide range of government courses there until his retirement in 2010. In 1988 he also developed CSU 
Sacramento’s California Studies program and directed it until 1994.

Dr. Lustig wrote books and articles on politics and political theory, as well as on immigration, class, 
and race, and argued for deep constitutional changes in how California is governed. In 1989 Dr. Lustig 
organized what have become annual California Studies Conferences, and founded the California Studies 

Association (californiastudiesassociation.berkeley.edu), which he directed for ten years. The California Studies 
Conferences draw together an eclectic mix of historians, environmentalists, writers, political activists, civil servants, 
artists and others, from diverse communities. Long an advocate of a unionized university faculty, he participated 
in the California Faculty Association at state level.

A man of many interests, he enjoyed camping and hiking, sketching and painting, and home repair projects. He 
passed away of pancreatic cancer in June.

Huell Howser; top photo from the Orange County Register, 
bottom photo from KCET’s Facebook page.
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Environmental Journalist and Historian Philip Fradkin Passes

Adapted from Elaine Woo, Los Angeles Times, July11, 2012.

Environmental journalist, historian, and outdoorsman Philip Fradkin (1935-2012) authored 13 books 
about such diverse topics as the human impact on the Colorado River, the physical, social and politi-
cal aspects of San Francisco’s earthquake and firestorms of 1906, an acclaimed biography of western 
author Wallace Stegner, and an examination of what he identified as the Seven States of California. He 
pursued his interest in California’s natural and human environment in The Left Coast, written with his 
son Alex and reviewed elsewhere in CHA.

After a boyhood in New Jersey, Fradkin served in the army and earned a political science degree from 
Williams College in Massachusetts, Fradkin relocated to California in 1960, drawn there perhaps by 
memories of a grand tour of the west with his father when he was 14. An avid sailor as well as a hiker, he 
explored his adopted state thoroughly and wrote first-hand about what he saw and the people he met.

Politically oriented to the left, Philip Fradkin became a journalist following, he said, the trail of politics 
and power. He was part of the team of reporters who won a Pulitzer Prize for their coverage of the 1965 
Watts riots for the Los Angeles Times. He spent a year covering the Vietnam War, then in 1970 became 
the Times’ environmental reporter. In 1975 he followed his environmentalist interests by serving as 
secretary of the California Resources Agency in Governor Jerry Brown’s first administration, where he 
helped to make the Coastal Commission a permanent governmental agency.

He rejoiced in living in a rural community at Point Reyes, in Marin County, where he passed away from cancer in July.

Announcements 

California Preservation Conference
The California Preservation Foundation will hold its 38th Annual Conference in Orange County from Wednesday, 
May 1 to Friday, May 3, 2013.

More than twenty educational sessions and workshops will explore such diverse topics as balancing traditional ma-
terials with new methods of documentation, materials testing, design and repair; economic development through 
heritage tourism; preserving the legacy of the modern built environment; and innovative ways to make preservation 
relevant to new audiences.

Special events include an opening reception at the Romanesque Old Orange County Courthouse, a reception for 
emerging professionals, a opening plenary session, a series of three-minute summaries of buildings saved from the 
brink of ruin, an annual membership meeting, and a closing reception and silent auction.

For more information visit www.californiapreservation.org/conference.

Contributors Sought for German-American Business Bios
Adapted from entrepreneurship@ghi-dc.org

The German Historical Institute Washington DC (GHI) is proud to announce the online launch of “Immigrant Entre-
preneurship: German-American Business Biographies, 1720 to the Present,” at www.immigrantentrepreneurship.
org. The project offers a collection of essays on first- and second-generation German-American immigrant entrepre-
neurs from the Western U.S., including William Boeing of Seattle, Adolph Coors of Colorado, and Claus Spreckels of 
San Francisco. In addition, contextual essays on topics such as the 1848 revolutions and the impact of Prohibition 
provide further background on the history of German-American entrepreneurship. A variety of photographs, media 
clips, and business documents are used to illustrate the essays. Other components of the project will include bibli-
ographies for further research and suggestions for using the Immigrant Entrepreneurship website in the classroom.

The project has identified more than 200 potential candidates for biographical essays and the GHI continues to 
commission new essays for publication (contributors are paid honoraria). A full description of the project can be 
found on the website, including guidelines for authors and a list of available biographies. For more information, or 
to be added to the project’s e-newsletter list, please contact entrepreneurship@ghi-dc.org.
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The Evolution of Recreational Roads in the Sequoia National Forest

Aubrie Morlet, of Applied Earth Works, used historical maps and photos to describe the evolution of the Big Meadows 
Road that today gives recreational access to Sequoia National Forest and Kings Canyon National Park.

The general alignment of the Big Meadows road is roughly the route that Mono Indians traders followed across 
the Sierra Nevada range. Fur trappers used it as early as the 1820s, and in the Gold Rush, miners followed it. From 
1862 through 1877 the army used it to supply Camp Independence in the Owens Valley. After the creation of the 
Division of Forestry in 1881 the land surrounding the road was leased for grazing and packing operations. Although 
recreational users always frequented the area, this use did not become the focus of the development until after 
the turn of the century 

The administration of the Sequoia and Kings Canyon area changed bewilderingly over time, as did its intended 
use. By 1899 federal legislation recognized recreation as a legitimate use of the land, though a 1913 guide booklet 
showed few roads, and most of these were used for lumbering, a commercial use that the Forest Service managed. 
Preservation and recreation became priorities in 1916, with the establishment of the National Park Service, and 
new highways greatly improved auto access in the 1930s, enhanced by CCC and ERA projects that included culverts, 
retaining walls and campgrounds.

But GIS mappings show that road improvements and relocations during the 1950s had left little overlap with earlier 
alignments, so there is little reason to include the Big Meadows Road today in the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP), though individual sites, such as the Big Meadows Guard Station and its associated culverts, do retain 
historical integrity.

Our Journeys: The First Families. A Panel
The panelists previewed the opening in March of West 
Sacramento Historical Society’s (WSHS) display at the City of 
West Sacramento Center History Gallery. Jointly sponsored by 
WSHS and the California Indian Heritage Center, the display 
celebrates the Indians who lived and raised their families 
in what is now West Sacramento. It is the first of a series of 
exhibits and programs to highlight East Yolo County’s diverse 
population.

In the 1950s the Bryte Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
Post 9498 hosted the first public traditional Miwok dance 
performance sponsored by the Federated Indians of California 
(FIC), a group organized to press Indian land claims against 
the federal government. Mountain Maidu activist Marie Potts 
led the FIC and edited their newsletter, Smoke Signal. Her 
grandson, Marvin Marine, and Maidu/Washoe April Moore 

spoke about their ties to the Broderick and Bryte areas of West Sacramento, and shared memories of Bryte VFW 
dance events and FIC floats in Sacramento parades in the 1950s and 60s.

Other panelists included WSHS president Jim Brewer, vice president Martha MIlls, exhibit developer April Farnham, 
CSU Sacramento anthropology professor Terri Castaneda and California Indian Museum Curator Ileana Maestas. 
Dr.Castaneda has written extensively on the history of California Indian claims activism, and Ms Maestas spoke 
about the State Indian Museum’s role in supporting the Indian community.

For more information about the exhibit visit www.westsachistoricalsociety.org.

Conflict and Resolution in California Labor History
Growing Conflict: The History of Agriculture in San Luis Obispo county,1837-1937

Doug Jenzen, who is Assistant Executive Director at the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center, described the succession 
of different groups of agricultural workers in San Luis Obispo County from 1837, when William Goodwin Dana took 
possession of his 38,000-acre Mexican land grant, Rancho Nipomo, to 1937, the year after Dorothea Lange took an 
iconic Depression-era photo of a seemingly forlorn migrant mother stranded at Nipomo
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Dana drew on a local labor pool of mission-trained Chumash workers, but by 1860, most California agricultural la-
borers were Americans who had been born in other states, and by 1870 Indian labor had vanished from California 
statistics, along with the notorious indentured servitude act that had locked many of them into a life of peonage. 
By 1880 anti-Chinese agitation had driven out Chinese agricultural laborers; European immigrant farmers had taken 
their place. By 1910, Japanese immigrants constituted 53 percent of California’s farm laborers, and many of them had 
brought their families. By 1930 Filipinos dominated the workforce. Because the Philippine Islands were then a United 
States possession, exclusionary laws didn’t apply to them, but the Filipinos were still resented. In 1936, when the 
pea crop failed, some Filipinos formed a union to protest wage cuts; their strike failed, but every big Depression-era 
farm labor strike nationally occurred in California, though California had only 4.4 percent of the nation’s farm labor.

Here is a sidelight on local labor history, in the 1990s historians collected oral records by local people whom direc-
tor Cecil de Mille employed to build the set for his silent-movie version of The Ten Commandments on the Nipomo 
dunes in 1923, a site that archaeologists have since excavated.

The Japanese Mexican Labor Association: Multicultural Solidarity in a Xenophobic Era
Therese Lunt, who teaches history at Modesto Junior College and at CSU Stanislaus, described the Japanese-Mexican 
Labor Association (JMLA) that developed as the first multi-cultural union in California despite early 20th century 
xenophobia.

When the Meiji restoration modernized Japan (1868-1912) and the Porfiriato (1876-1910) modernized Mexico, farm 
workers displaced by industrial development migrated to California, where 1882 federal legislation had driven away 
the Chinese workforce and the 1892 federal sugar tariff had prospered the sugar beet industry, creating a demand 
for labor. The narrow six- to eight-week window for harvesting sugar beets made growers vulnerable to strikes, and 
the JMLA organized across ethnic lines to appeal to fellow workers, not to race. The JMLA conducted its meetings 
in Japanese, Spanish and English, and recruited new members from strikebreakers as they detrained at the railroad 
station. But when the JMLA applied for AFL membership, AFL President Samuel Gompers made it a condition that 
the union must exclude Chinese and Japanese members. Gompers’s attitudes mark him as a man of his time, but 
he supported organized labor in Japan.

Growers responded to the JMLA by organizing to lower wages and to pay employees in scrip, and without AFL sup-
port the JMLA was short-lived, but it ended industry complacency about submissive Asian workers.

State Worker Stories: The 1972 Water Strike and the Movement for Collective Bargaining
Danny Beagle, project manager for the California State Employees Association’s (CSEA) History Project, sees CSEA’s 
institutional history as an integral part of making a case for public-sector unionism. His presentation traced the 
evolution of CSEA from its beginnings in 1931 as a paternalistic and conservative association dominated by manag-
ers in which agreements between CSEA and the state were reached informally over lunch or drinks, to its present 
role as a more aggressive member-driven collective bargaining body.

A key event in this evolution occurred in May, 1972, when about 600 State Water Project personnel walked off the 
job for three-and-a half days. Strikers returned to work assured of 12.5 percent pay raises, amnesty, and continued 
negotiations about workplace conditions.

Winning membership support for the strike had required careful organization based on membership surveys of 
employee attitudes. Initially employees were divided over the idea of a strike. Some employees who had worked in 
the private sector had experience with a union and were concerned with the difference between their own wages 
and the wages paid for comparable work elsewhere. But the idea of unionization frightened other employees, 
particularly in the maintenance division. Many workers feared the impact of a strike on their families’ finances. 
Publicly members presented a picture of solidarity during the strike, but concern that some strikers might become 
demoralized and return to work gave CSEA negotiators added incentive to resolve the strike as soon as possible.

Some attributed CSEA’s victory to solidarity and others attributed it to negotiating skill, depending on their points 
of view, but in any case CSEA had won the right to negotiate contracts with a public agency. The strike was a first 
step in changing California State employer-employee relations forever and stimulated the passage of collective 
bargaining legislation in 1979.
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Common Core Standards and History’s Re-emergence in School Curriculum

Pamela Tindall, who directs the History Project at the University of California (UC) Davis, traced the complex and 
often politicized clash of visions about the function of the K-12 history curriculum.

The tension between different visions of the function of the K-12 history curriculum begins in the 1890s, when 
American Historical Association (AHA) members debated whether the history curriculum should train people to be 
civic-minded and patriotic, or to analyze issues in their experienced social environment. During the 1930s an AHA 
committee emphasized informed social activism ought as a pedagogical goal, but this alienated many historians, 
and academic interest in K-12 curriculum waned. 

In the 1970s the conservative back-to-basics movement identified K-12 educational failure, and in 1983 President 
George H. W. Bush urged the adoption of national performance goals. The UCLA-based National History Standards 
Project (NHSP) included academics, K-12 teachers, parents, librarians, and curriculum specialists, and held public, 
sometimes heated debates. Its recommendations addressed postwar global and multicultural historical issues, 
and sought to merge historical thinking and historical content. Conservatives such as National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) Chair Lynn Cheney and media commentator Rush Limbaugh attacked the NHSP’s proposals as 
un-American, left-wing revisionism. Academic historians countered that the idea of teaching history as a factual, 
objective, testable account of the past confuses history, which interprets the past, with heritage, which reinforces 
collective memory. Despite some constructive editing, the NHSP’s standards were never implemented.

The No-Child-Left-Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 mandated standardized test scores in reading and math skills to measure 
school quality, but teaching to the tests has narrowed other curricular offerings especially in struggling schools. 
A recent response is the Common Core State Standards Initiative (CCSSI), which seeks to identify specifiable skills 
in math and in English language arts, including history, that high school graduates will need in order to succeed in 
college or in careers.

Pushing the Envelope: Technology Advances in California
From Sawdust to Uranium: Electrical Power Generation in Humboldt County and PG&E’s Humboldt Bay 
Power Plant, 1883-2015

Garret Root, who is a research assistant at JRP Historical Consulting in Davis, traced the development of electric power 
generation at Humboldt Bay, including Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (PG&E) pioneer nuclear power plant there.

Sawdust fired the boilers of Humboldt Bay’s first electric power plants at lumber mills, and PG&E adopted the 
technology, and supplemented it with local hydro-electric power. When demand exceeded capacity after World 
War Ii, the turbo-electric power plant in the stern half of a beached oil tanker became part of Eureka’s power grid. 
PG&E commissioned two conventional steam-turbine-powered generating units at Humboldt Bay in the 1950s; 
they served for over 50 years.

Unit 3, commissioned in 1965, was the first purely commercial nuclear-powered generating plant in the nation. While 
the unit was shut down for refueling and seismic upgrading in 1976, changes in federal nuclear safety standards 
made it uneconomical to restart the unit. It is now being decommissioned, a project that will require several more 
years and is complicated by the need to store spent fuel and decontaminate the site.

Though the 65-megawatt nuclear plant was small by today’s standards, its innovative engineering and pioneering 
role gave it historical significance that has led PG&E to document its history, and the history of electric power in 
Humboldt County, for an exhibit in Eureka’s Clarke Historical Museum. The exhibit will include oral histories by from 
plant engineers, exhibits illustrating how the plants operated, and interactive reproductions of control panels. For 
more information on the exhibit, visit www.clarkemuseum.org.

Meanwhile a new 163-megawatt generating station utilizing ten reciprocating internal combustion engines provides 
power for Humboldt Bay.

The Magic box: Cultural Resources Data Management in GIS
Laura Leach-Palm and Shannon DeArmond of Far Western Anthropological Research Group, which specializes in 
identifying archaeology resources, gave a slide show presentation showing various archaeological applications of 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS). Laura and Shannon, along with Bryan Larson of JRP, have worked on six major 
Caltrans cultural resources inventories that covered a total of 4,700 miles and 7,100 resources, but GIS technology 
can be adapted to a wide range of problems. About half of our audience has used it.
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GIS maps can integrate data from many different sources to present geographical data visually in ways that reveal 
relationships, patterns and trends. Layered maps can show how different items relate to one another, for instance, 
environmental features, archaeological sites, and present-day land use. To focus on a particular place or resource, 
GPS data can compare map features from different times compiled for different purposes.

The mode the user needs to get the right information in the desired format and to the right people depends on the 
project, what is needed and when. Examples included applications for the web including wikis, online databases,

interactive web maps, and mobile apps accessible in the field, but also desktop solutions built on ArcGIS and Mi-
crosoft Access. Some of the software is exotic, but Far Western makes it user-friendly.

Real World Cultural Resources Roundtable
Ms. BranDee Bruce (U.S. Bureau of Reclamation), Ms. Katie Haley (ICF International), and Ms. Melissa Montag (U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers), are graduates of the California State University, Sacramento Public History program and 
are cultural resource management professionals who have been working in the field between 5 and 12 years. Their 
roundtable discussion presented different ways in which the skills learned in college helped guide later professional 
development, the tricks of the trade learned along the way, and some of the unexpected perks of a job in cultural 
resources management (CRM).

Ms. Bruce discussed some of the types of non-traditional cultural resources that she encountered in her work, 
including industrial works, vernacular architecture, and engineering structures. Ms. Haley talked about developing 
research skills and networking with colleagues from a variety of professional backgrounds in the CRM world as 
well as developing skills in time management, prioritizing workload, and budgeting. And Ms. Montag emphasized 
the need for development of enhanced communication skills with interested parties, resource agencies (including 
Federal, state, and county government agencies, non-profit agencies, and private companies), Tribal communities, 
interdisciplinary teams, and consultants. 

All panel participants discussed the process of evaluating historic properties and working within the frameworks of 
the National Environmental Policy Act and The California Environmental Quality Act. The panel also discussed many 
fun aspects of their jobs, including travel, unique research opportunities, public service, and the variety in workload.

Shaping the Bay Area in the 20th Century.
Fort Mason Army Post

Jay Claiborne, JWC Urban Design, surveyed the history of the former Army Embarkation Center at Fort Mason in 
San Francisco. Fort Mason began as a Spanish coast artillery battery in 1797. It became a United States army post 
in 1848, its first piers were built in 1892, and it became the Army’s logistical and transport center for the 1899-
1902 Philippine War. Its three piers were complete by 1906, when it served as a military operations center after 
San Francisco’s earthquake and fire.

During World War II, 23 million tons of supplies and 1.6 million military personnel were shipped from various ports 
around San Francisco Bay, including Fort Mason, which became the operations center for all Bay Area military bases 
at more than 25 locations. Fort Mason continued as the Port of Embarkation through the Korean War and the Cold 
War. It was decommissioned in 1962.

In 1972 the Fort Mason Foundation divided the site into the Upper Fort, which was made the headquarters of the 
then newly-formed Golden Gate National Recreation Area, and the Lower Fort, where the industrial buildings now 
house the cultural functions of the Fort Mason Center. 

Other significant Bay Area wartime facilities included the Kaiser shipyards at Richmond. Bay Area technological 
expertise—Bechtel built the Bay Bridge, for example—aided wartime industrial development. To accommodate 
the influx of workers, the federal government tried to shape housing communities of similar types of people. To-
day’s Silicon Valley culture built on Stanford University’s wartime experimentations. And because Bay Area military 
embarkation points were located in different cities and counties, political jurisdictional problems arose, prefiguring 
today’s regional governance.



16 California History Action

CCPH Fall Conference Summary
When the Train Stops: Prohibition and the Closure of the Ocean Shore Railroad in Half Moon Bay.

Jill Bono, who is a graduate student at CSU East Bay, began by tracing the short history of the Ocean Shore Railroad, 
which was begun in 1905 to connect San Francisco with Santa Cruz and give convenient access to the San Mateo 
coast. The bankrupt Ocean Shore stopped running in 1921, and roads to the San Mateo coast were slow and winding, 
leaving such coastside communities as Half Moon Bay relatively isolated and hard to police during the Prohibition 
era. Sheltered beaches invited smuggling by fast launches from ships anchored offshore, and though the police 
tried to patrol the beaches, capture was unlikely. Ashore, saloons operated openly, and raids by the county sheriff 
or federal agents were rare because of more serious demands elsewhere. Ms Bono enlivened her presentation 
with first-hand accounts from the era.

Education, Interpretation, and Memory
The History of Children and Childhood and Its Place in California History Museums

Tory Swim Inloes, who is in the joint public history doctoral program at CSU Sacramento and UC Santa Barbara, 
began by describing her survey of 236 history museums representing a wide range of sizes, budget, staffing, and 
attendance. She asked how children are represented in the museums, and what programming the museums have 
for visits by children.

She found that most child-centered programming was intended for groups of school children, and that this 
programming sometimes included dynamic explorations of what childhood meant historically. But she found very 
little about the history of childhood that was intended for a general audience, and what there was usually presented 
a romanticized view of childhood focused on family life, play and education. This is not a universal reality, or even 
a universal ideal: working class families valued the useful child, for example. Social and economic circumstances, 
gender, and religion all played an historical role in shaping how childhood was experienced, and focusing on the 
romantic ideal ignores these realities.

To include the perspective of present-day children within her study, Ms. Inloes interviewed junior docents at a house 
museum where four generations of a family resided from 1906 to 1970. The results, she says, were insightful: a 
number of junior docents were intrigued by Babsy, the eight-year-old granddaughter who returned to live on the 
property after her father died, and wished they had learned more about her. One junior docent researched Babsy 
so that she could say more about her on the tours she gave children rather than focusing on the grown-ups. She 
did this as she found Babsy more interesting and felt the visiting children could better relate to her.

Time of Remembrance: Japanese-American Memories and Post-memories or Internment
Leslie Trew, who has an MA in Public History from CSU Sacramento and is a research assistant at JRP, told us about 
how teacher Mary Tsukamoto began the Time of Remembrance program in 1983 to educate her students, and 
others, about the World War II internment of West Coast persons of Japanese ancestry, whether they were citizens 
or not. They were interned not because they had committed any crime (as her students had supposed), but because 
“they looked like the people who had attacked Peal Harbor” at a time of racism and hysteria, and in the absence of 
political leadership that might have prevented it. 

The Time of Remembrance program aims both to inform students, teachers, and parents of how American citizens 
of Japanese ancestry were denied their constitutional rights, and to “emphasize the importance of speaking out 
and protecting freedom and liberty.” The program utilizes volunteers, mostly Nisei (the first generation born in this 
country) and Sansei (the second generation), who provide guided tours of the permanent exhibit, “Uprooted,” at 
the California Museum in Sacramento. By passing on the memories of their parents’ and families’ experiences, 
these Nisei and Sansei docents provide an affective and familial link to the past.

The exhibit utilizes artifacts and photographs to trace the history of Japanese Californians through immigration, 
internment, and the ultimately successful struggle to obtain redress for their wartime losses. This year, an expanded 
version of the exhibit will include original art, furniture and crafts made in the internment camps. The exhibit 
highlights fundamental concepts of rights and responsibilities, while providing an inspirational message of personal 
strength and perseverance. Lesson plans for teachers and a website by a Nisei former internee complement the 
exhibit. Support comes from the Museum, the Elk Grove School District, and the Florin Chapter of the Japanese 
American Citizens League.
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To California via Trails, Ships and Trains

Westward Movement to California on the Old Spanish Trail
Paul Spitzzeri, who is Assistant Director of the Workman and Temple Family Homestead Museum, outlined the 
careers of prominent California settlers who came to Los Angeles from Santa Fe over the Old Spanish Trail, a1,200-
mile pack route that was neither old nor Spanish. 

William Wolfskill traveled the trail in 1831; his brother John in 1841 In 1841, William planted the first commercial orange grove 
in California and assisted his brother in acquiring land in today’s Solano County, where he became a pioneer horticulturalist.

In 1841, Santa Fe traders John Rowland and William Workman came to Los Angeles over the trail with about 60 
other persons. The two owned Rancho La Puente and were successful ranchers and farmers, though Workman’s 
foray into Los Angeles business ended with the 1876 failure of a bank co-owned with son-in-law F. P. F. Temple.

Other significant members of the Rowland-Workman party included Benjamin Wilson, who settled on the San 
Pasqual grant where Pasadena is today; a New Mexican group who established the Agua Mansa colony near mod-
ern Riverside; William Gordon, who ranched on Cache Creek in Yolo County; William Knight, who founded Knights 
Landing in Yolo county and Knights Ferry in Stanislaus County; and Manuel Vaca, for whom Vacaville is named. 

Squeezing California: The Fate of the people’s California Steamship Company
Dr. Nancy Taniguchi, Professor Emeritus, CSU Stanislaus, gave a spirited talk about the complex business rivalries 
between competing steamship lines that carried Gold Rush era travelers between Central American ports and San 
Francisco, deftly clipping graphics to an easel as she spoke. Steamship lines connecting Caribbean coast ports with 
the United States were equally contentious. Rates fluctuated wildly and popular discontent with the established 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company’s (PMSS) service and low barriers to entry invited competition, and PMSS bought 
out rivals for their nuisance value, and others never operated at all. One example was the People’s California Steam-
ship Company of 1857, backed by financier D. O. Mills and entrepreneur W. T. Coleman, which wasn’t able to raise 
much capital and never placed any ships in service.

But in 1851, Cornelius Vanderbilt, who had made a large fortune in ferryboat and coastal steamship operations, 
established a shorter and allegedly healthier route through Nicaragua. This led to rate wars with PMSS, which sub-
sidized Vanderbilt to exit the field. Vanderbilt’s business associates, Charles Morgan and Cornelius Garrison, took 
advantage of Vanderbilt’s absence on a European trip to maneuver him out of his own company. When Vanderbilt 
retaliated, Morgan and Garrison joined William “Filibuster” Walker’s takeover of the Nicaraguan government, 
who then canceled Vanderbilt’s concession. By 1857 political activity had closed the Nicaragua route. In any case, 
improved facilities at Panama and the opening of a railroad across the isthmus gave that route an advantage that 
lasted until the completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869.

Los Angeles Transit Planning in the 1920s
Walt Bethel, Professor Emeritus, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, argued against the familiar but false claim that an 
automobile-oriented conspiracy destroyed Los Angeles’s famous Pacific Electric (PE) interurban railway system (the 
Red Car), and outlined PE’s early 1920s plan for a short length of subway under 6th Street that would have speeded 
schedules and, more important, would have linked separate districts of the PE, thereby making the PE more like a 
regional transit system instead of a radial system that could only bring its patrons downtown.

The PE wanted to build an ad hoc improvement that would have enabled the railway to improve its ability to earn 
revenue, an aim that the politicians ignored. Instead the politicians sought an ideal rapid transit plan for their fast-
growing city, and they assumed that a model for rapid transit would be found in the densely populated cities in the 
east and Midwest. They hired a Chicago-based transit planning firm to design a county-wide comprehensive rapid 
transit plan, but the complex and prohibitively expensive result, submitted in 1925, was designed with subway and 
elevated tracks that would have concentrated ever more people downtown. This made it unattractive to many 
Angelenos, who liked the low-density, decentralized city that Los Angeles had become. The plan was never voted 
upon, but the politicians had blocked the PE from building its crosstown subway and other off-street improvements, 
and the PE became increasingly irrelevant in following decades.
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CCPH Fall Conference Summary
Currents in California Water History
Cachuma Project by the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation

Heather Norby, who is an historian at JRP Historical Consulting, discussed the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation’s Cachuma 
Project. Throughout Calilfornia water is moved great distances and by ambitious means for irrigation, domestic supply, 
industrial and municipal uses, and flood control. In many cases, the prospect of constructing large water conveyance 
projects in California has presented a host of challenges such as funding, engineering, and political debate.

Construction of the Cachuma Project by the US Bureau of Reclamation in the 1950s–a dam system designed to 
bring water to Santa Barbara and its neighboring communities–exemplified these challenges. Proponents of the 
project had to win support in the political climate of the late 1940s and 1950s amid accusations of an agenda to 
socialize the state’s water while seeking federal funding for a public works project that benefitted a particular region; 
engineers had to develop means to continue boring Tecolote Tunnel through the Santa Ynez mountains after the 
bore repeatedly filled with hot water; and crews, who were sent into the tunnel in muck cars filled with water to 
keep cool, had to deal with intense physical challenge. Ms. Norby illustrated her presentation with field photographs 
and historic photographs of the Cachuma Project.

As Water Rushes by: Water Resources at the California State Archives
Jeffrey Crawford and Jessica Herrick, who are both archivists at the California State Archives, gave us an overview 
of the Archives’ rich and various collections of material about California’s water resources. The presenters illustrated 
their survey with a wide range of fascinating slides showing some of the items that they referred to.

Archival collections include incorporation papers of mining companies, water companies, and irrigation companies, 
and court cases involving early water-rights disputes, hydraulic mining lawsuits, and riparian vs. prior appropriation 
suits. They also include various state engineers’ papers and reports, field notebooks and journals, 200 cubic feet 
of District Securities Commission (DSC) files from 1911 to 1991 (the DSC oversaw water district bond proposals), 
Public Utilities Commission files from 1911 to the 1970s, various flood control district files, and 2,000 cubic feet of 
Department of Water Resources files. The last are mostly arranged according to an internal coding system reminiscent 
of the Dewey Decimal system.

Finally they discussed the State Archives’ on-line catalog, Minerva,(www.sos.ca.gov/archives/minerva), and the 
on-line Archive of California (www.oac.cdlib.org).

Big Ideas: A Century of California’s Highways
The Colossus of Roads: The California State Highway System at 100

Greg King, of Parsons, presented an illustrated history of California’s state highway development. Control of highways 
has shifted between private, state and local control. California’s earliest roadways were privately-owned toll roads, 
such as the Lake Tahoe Wagon Road, which El Dorado County purchased in 1886 and deeded to the State in 1895. 
That year the California Legislature created a Bureau of Highways to coordinate county highways and conduct a 
statewide road survey.

The growing importance of the automobile generated political demand for hard-surfaced roads, and in 1909 the 
State Legislature authorized a series of bond measures to begin a system of about 3,000 miles of concrete-surfaced 
highways along the coast and through the central valley, and lateral highways connecting the county seats. Bond 
issue funds proved to be insufficient, and in 1923 the Legislature authorize a gasoline tax. The Division of Highways 
dealt with special engineering challenges such as a plank road crossing the sand dunes to Yuma and a three-mile-
long causeway spanning the Yolo Basin west of Sacramento, to name but two.

During the Great Depression, cities and counties could no longer afford to maintain their own highways, in 1933 
the Legislature incorporated many county roads within the state highway system, doubling state system mileage.

The freeway movement gained momentum with the Collier-Burns Act of 1947, sparking a halcyon period for the 
state highway program that lasted about twenty years. But in 1966 a freeway revolt transformed the Division of 
Highways, which became Caltrans in 1973. From the 1980s a series of state and federal laws passed from the 1980s 
forward which placed greater control of state highways and finances in the hands of local and regional governments.
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CCPH Fall Conference Summary
Trans-Sierra Highway

Bob Pavlik, who is a Supervising Environmental Planner at Caltrans, described the 1960s plan to extend State Highway 
203, which crosses Minaret Summit from the east near Mammoth Lakes, to a connection with the existing Sierra 
Vista National Scenic Highway loop in the Sierra foothills. At present State Highway 203 stops just west of the sum-
mit, giving access to the Devil’s Postpile National Monument, Mammoth Lakes and Mammoth Mountain. This Sierra 
crossing had long been advocated by Central Valley interests, and was to have been built to high-speed standards, 
which would have required major realignments to the Scenic Highway as well as to Highway 203. It would also 
have crossed the John Muir hiking Trail, which now extends unbroken for 250 miles from Yosemite to Mt. Whitney.

To see the terrain for himself, avid outdoorsman and horseman Governor Ronald Reagan, influenced by his resources 
secretary, former Sierra packer Ike Livermore, organized a 100-packhorse expedition into the Minarets Wilderness in 
1972, where they found U.S. Forest Service surveyors already establishing the alignment of the proposed highway. 
Although the federal government was getting ready to put the highway contracts out to bid, Reagan persuaded 
President Richard Nixon to cancel the highway’s initial leg. Then in 1984, President Reagan ended the possibility 
of the highway by persuading Congress to incorporate the proposed highway route, which had been purposely 
excluded from the Wilderness Act of 1964, into a connection between the John Muir and the Minarets wilderness 
areas, ending the idea for good.

Seeking Suffrage
Meet Sarah Severance, a California Woman’s Rights Reformer on the Move 

Howard “Dick” Miller, Professor of History, Emeritus, at the University of Missouri, Washington St. Louis, told us of 
the career and character of spirited, witty and dedicated women’s suffrage and temperance advocate Sarah Sever-
ance (1835-1928). As an active Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) member, Sarah Severance shared 
the belief that temperance and suffrage were linked: temperance needed the clout that would come with votes for 
women, and women needed prohibition to remedy pervasive social evils.

Sarah was raised in western New York among landed, bookish, reform-minded farmers and educated at a religiously-
liberal, temperance and abolition-minded coeducational seminary where she was taught to expect to make some-
thing of herself in the world. She relocated to California during the Civil War, settling first in San Jose, and then 
Gilroy, where in 1868 she founded Miss Severance’s School, which she operated for 18 years, and became a skilled 
business woman and civic leader.

By 1877 Sarah had become a skilled debater and orator, contributing frequent witty and sarcastic editorials to the 
local paper and speaking frequently at annual Pacific Grove Chautauquas. In 1886 she closed her school and became 
a full-time suffrage and temperance activist, working to build an effective statewide women’s political movement. 
After the demoralizing failure of the 1896 women’s suffrage ballot measure Sarah spoke and wrote less, though she 
added pacifism and anti-imperialism to her commitments.

Sarah’s career exemplified several broad themes in the history of 19th century women’s social justice activism. She 
never married, paid her own bills, made her own way. She was a skilled propagandist, exploiting the latest com-
munications technologies. Above all, she exemplified the legions of networked second echelon activists, always on 
the stage but rarely in the limelight, who actually did the hard work of grassroots reform.

Other Events
Conference attendees also enjoyed an opening reception at the Gibson House, a well-main-
tained 11-room brick mansion with a two-story portico, and set on 2½ landscaped acres. It 
houses the Yolo County Historical Museum. Attendees could also tour the Yolo County Archive, 
the 1911 Southern Pacific Railroad depot, and the 1895-96 Woodland Opera House. The Opera 
House, now a State Park, reopened for performances in 1989 after a $2 million restoration. 
Volunteers began an ongoing, painstaking restoration of the railroad depot in 1992. And a day-
long hands-on, interactive workshop offered participants practical guidance in planning, fund-
ing and promoting community-focused historic structure, street and neighborhood projects.
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Infinite City: A San Francisco Atlas
By Rebecca Solnit. 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2010),illus., 157pp. Reviewed by Karen McNeill.

When Rebecca Solnit decided to compile an atlas of San Francisco, she hoped to inspire her readers 
to ponder and appreciate the inexhaustible and arbitrary juxtaposition of people, locations, events, 
ideas, and things that define her adopted city. She has accomplished this goal and so much more. 
Infinite City is a fun, surprising, thoughtful and thought-provoking collection of maps and essays that 
capture a wonderful sense of place. It is beautiful too and appeals to a broad audience.

Solnit gathered together more than thirty cartographers, artists, writers, designers, and researchers to 
compile twenty-two maps and twenty accompanying essays for this project. Each map juxtaposes two 
apparently arbitrary themes, and the essays illuminate how the themes are intimately intertwined. 
The book opens appropriately with a map of the dozens of indigenous tribes and the landscape 
they inhabited at the time of Spanish settlement. It closes with a map overlaying San Francisco’s 
largely natural shoreline of 1850 with today’s significantly manmade shoreline and the projected 
shoreline of 2100, a collision of nature and humans as manifested in the rising water levels associated 
with global warming. In between, themes range from the women who have fought to protect the 
region’s natural resources since the nineteenth century to the global consequences of the Bay Area’s 
long and extensive role in environmentalism as well as the oil industry and the military industrial 
complex; gourmet food and industrial contaminants; industrial San Francisco; South of Market before 
it became SOMA; the life and death of film and cinemas in San Francisco; and even the phrenology 
of city’s topography.

While a few contributions disappoint, others stand out as masterful exercises in art, ideas, and writing. 
Richard Walker’s essay on women environmentalists, for example, reads like little more than a laundry 

list. Still, that essay begs for scholars to take on the important subject. Poet Aaron Shurin, in contrast, transforms 
San Francisco’s butterfly population into a metaphor for drag queens as he explores a century of queer culture 
and public spaces in the city. Some readers will recognize the contours of a cross-town bus ride on the 22 Fillmore 
as Solnit guides them from the art galleries of wealthy Pacific Heights to the remnants of displaced populations, 
including the Japanese who were forced out of San Francisco during World War II and the African Americans who 
moved in, only to see their thriving wartime jazz scene demolished by the wrecking ball of postwar redevelopment. 
Writer Adriana Camarena, meanwhile, explores gender, ethnicity, class, immigration, gang life, and community in 
her moving essay on migrant day laborers in the Mission District, and cultural geographer Joshua Jelly-Schapiro 
offers a lucid and compact essay on African American in the Bay Area since World War II. 

Though self-consciously regional in its subject matter, Infinite City’s appeal will reach well beyond the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Teachers, in particular, will appreciate the graphic representations of historical themes and short, accessible 
essays that students will enjoy reading. I can see many course assignments and local history museum exhibits 
inspired by this book too. As Solnit hoped, the possibilities are infinite for many atlases to come.

Karen McNeill, Ph.D., is an historian living in Oakland.

(Continued on page 21)

Book Reviews

Los Angeles in the 1930s: The WPA Guide to the City of Angels. 
By the Federal Writers Project of the Works Progress Administration. Introduction by David Kipen. Berkeley, CA: University of 
California Press, 2011. lxviii + 435 pages; photographs, maps, selected reading list, index; paper, $24.95.Reviewed by Douglas Dodd.

San Francisco in the 1930s: The WPA Guide to the City by the Bay. 
By the Federal Writers Project of the Works Progress Administration. Introduction by David Kipen. Berkeley, CA: University of 
California Press, 2011. xxvi + 532 pages; photographs, maps, selected reading list, index; paper, $24.95. Reviewed by Douglas Dodd.

During the Great Depression of the 1930s, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) employed millions of out-of-
work Americans in building parks, schools, hospitals, museums, streets, roads, and airports. The WPA also supported 
artistic and cultural projects, including the Federal Writer’s Project, which produced the American Guide series, of 
which the two books reviewed here were a part. Others in the series were the statewide California: A Guide to the 
Golden State (1939), and several smaller regional and city guidebooks, such as San Diego: A California City (1937); 
Death Valley: A Guide (1939); Monterey Peninsula (1941); and Santa Barbara: A Guide to the Channel City and its 
Environs (1941).
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Book Reviews
These San Francisco (1940) and Los Angeles (1941) guide books capture and preserve a vanished 
California. It was a pre-freeway California in which people still commuted in their cars on what 
were not yet called “surface streets,” or rode electric streetcars and interurban trains. Nowadays 
the Pacific Electric Railway’s “red cars” are objects of romantic nostalgia, but the Los Angeles 
guide book reported that Angelenos of 1941 considered them “incredibly slow and antiquated.” 
The San Francisco guide book described the engineering and design of the then-new Golden Gate 
Bridge and Bay Bridge, which had quickly ended the Bay’s once-extensive ferryboat system. In 
those days autos used only the top deck of the Bay Bridge, in both directions; trucks and the Key 
System’s electric commuter trains used the lower deck.

The guidebooks reveal contrasts between the two cities. Los Angeles’s economy was based on 
oil, motion pictures, and new west-coast branch plants of national manufacturers. Much of its 
population was newly arrived from the American Midwest, a fact attested by the annual Iowa 
Day reunion picnic in Long Beach, which attracted 100,000 people.

Although Los Angeles had come to rival San Francisco as the premier West Coast metropolis, 
San Francisco doesn’t seem to have known it. San Francisco appears staid and stolid, and has 
just celebrated its importance by hosting the 1939-40 Golden Gate International Exposition, the 
“World’s Fair of the West,” on newly-reclaimed Treasure Island. Treasure Island included a base 
for Pan American Airways’ big flying boats that linked San Francisco to Asia.

The San Francisco guide contains an essay, “San Franciscans at Work,” that traces the working 
life of the city and its inhabitants over the course of a day, from the pre-dawn sailings of fish-
ing boats from Fisherman’s Wharf, through the rush hours, the business day, and the night life, 
to the barkeepers closing up and going home in the early hours of the next morning. The Los 
Angeles guide provides a detailed explanation of movie-making during the heyday of the studio 
system, tracing how stories evolved from a mere title to a treatment to a shooting script, how 
studios paid one another when loaning their stars, and how Central Casting operated. Fans of 
classic films should find it interesting reading.

The books describe major examples of public art that were created through the WPA’s Federal 
Art Project, sister agency to the Federal Writers Project, and note the WPA’s role in developing 
parks and other public spaces. However, although the books describe many of the major new 
buildings and infrastructure projects that were funded with money from the New Deal’s Public 
Works Administration (PWA), they mostly omit the PWA’s role, focusing instead on the WPA’s 
contributions.

The books always refer to the Great Depression in the past tense, and occasionally note the 
transformative defense build-up foreshadowing World War II. A section in the San Francisco 
guidebook describing the South-of-Market district mentions the federal government’s recent 
(1939) acquisition of the former Bethlehem Steel shipyard and dry-dock at Hunter’s Point, which 
is to become a “repair base for naval vessels” Tours in the Los Angeles guidebook point out Santa 
Monica’s busy Douglas Aircraft factory, turning out “bombers and torpedo-carriers for the U.S. 
Army and Navy,” a new U.S. Fleet Air Base on Terminal Island, and the U.S. Navy’s Pacific Battle 
Fleet riding at anchor off Long Beach. And when describing San Francisco’s Jewish community, then centered on 
Fillmore Street, the San Francisco guidebook notes its European emigrants, “many being recent arrivals,” presum-
ably in response to Hitler’s anti-Semitic policies.

Both guidebooks ridicule and belittle Victorian architecture. The San Francisco guidebook dismisses the now-iconic 
Queen Anne houses in the Western Addition as “preposterous” and “monuments to the bonanza era” of the “nou-
veau riche.” The Los Angeles guidebook calls the Victorian-era homes that are now treasured landmarks in the Silver 
Lake neighborhood, architectural “monstrosities” and remnants of “a florid era when the builder was the architect, 
and his bad taste was exceeded only by the vigor of his unrestrained imagination.” Meanwhile, the guidebooks 
enthusiastically embrace the International modernism of Richard Neutra and R.M. Schindler, which fell out of favor 
later. Today preservationists admire the styles of both eras.

Book critic and editor David Kipen, who was formerly Director of Literature at the National Endowment for the Arts, 
contributed introductions to both volumes, whose value attests the lasting importance of what the New Deal created.

Douglas W. Dodd is an Associate Professor of History at California State University, Bakersfield.
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The Left Coast: California on the Edge
by Philip L. Fradkin and Alex L. Fradkin.  
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2011. 126 pages, photographs, index; paper, $29.95. Reviewed by Bob Pavlik.

This fine book, written by Philip Fradkin and skillfully photographed by his son Alex, conveys that personal sense of 
connection with the places, people and events that the authors encountered on their 1,100-mile border-to-border 
journey along the interface between earth and sea and sky that is the California coast.

Philip Fradkin begins with a personal preface: he had spent his boyhood seashore summers on Long Island before 
coming to California in 1960, and he found the California coast’s cold waters, abundant marine life, and dangerous 
undertows to be a very different kind of place. But the coast captivated him. He and his wife lived for a while on a 
houseboat on Richardson Bay, and he became an avid sailor, taking his gaff-rigged topsail cutter along the coast and 
into the delta. As a journalist in the Bay Area and later in Los Angeles he reported on and sympathized with efforts 
to save the Bay and the coastal environment, and now lives in a rural community at Point Reyes, bounded, he says, 
by various watersheds, not political lines

This sets the mood for his narrative, which is divided into eight chapters, each focused on a particular theme of how 
people use and understand the coast: the wild coast, the agricultural coast, the residential coast, the tourist coast, 
the recreational coast, the industrial coast, the military coast, and the political coast.

Fradkin’s prose is professionally taut, factual narrative, as when he describes the career of Santa Monica’s ill-fated 
1934 breakwater:

The pier and breakwater trapped sand, widening the Santa Monica beach 
while diminishing the sand-starved beaches to the south. ... [Today a] line 
of white buoys warns boaters away from the former breakwater, which has 
been reduced to a crumbling replica of an unplanned artificial reef.

But Fradkin can become lyrical:

Wheeler had a brief, intense existence from 1950 to 1960. Its genealogy was 
extensive for its short life, indicating a frenzied hunt for riches. ... When the 
last owner departed, all the structures were burned to the ground, leaving 
the smoke blowing through the vestigial forest.

Alex Fradkin’s skillful photography is integral to the book, making us visually 
aware that California’s coast is a highly varied place. For example, the cover 
photo of a man launching a radio-controlled glider from the bluffs near 
Fort Funston, south of San Francisco, features steep terrain, a dense gray 
cloud cover, and a lack of crowds, all of which are features of a coast that 
lie outside the popular image of sun, sea and sand.

Some photos are surprising: one shows the skeleton of a seabird with the 
bones picked clean, its neck still in a graceful curve. Others don’t depict 

water or beach at all: an overweight young man getting his first tattoo, a row of abandoned cottages at Humboldt 
Bay. Another shows a shoreline highway broken off by erosion and an abandoned railroad grade in the background, 
illustrating the power of natural forces over human efforts at control. And many photos are conventionally beautiful, 
atmospheric pictures that are a joy to look at. Alex contributes an evocative afterward to the text.

The book contains a few minor errors, annoying to those who spot them. Thornton State Beach had closer to 50 acres 
rather than the 36 acres Fradkin cites, and USS Langley our Navy’s first aircraft carrier, was built over the hull of a 
collier, not a cruiser. But these don’t really matter much. Fradkin’s own liberal political orientation finds expression 
in the narrative at times, particularly in the chapter on the political coast.

The immense size and diversity of the California coastline precludes an exhaustive survey of its history, development, 
utilization, culture, and politics in one volume. There have been numerous guidebooks (the regional treatises 
produced by the California Coastal Commission are excellent) as well as subject- and geographic-specific works that 
can fill bookshelves. For the reader seeking a fresh approach and a unique survey, along with handsome coffee table 
photographs, this book is an outstanding and original choice.

Reviewed by Robert C. Pavlik, who migrated with his family from America’s north coast (Lake Erie) to the Left Coast 
in 1962 and has never left.

Book Reviews
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California on the Breadlines: Dorothea Lange, Paul Taylor, and the 
Making of a New Deal Narrative

By Jan Goggans. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2010, xvi + 345 pp.; illus., note, index, $34.95, hardback.  
Reviewed by Marie Nelson.

In California on the Breadlines: Dorothea Lange, Paul Taylor, and the Making of a New 
Deal Narrative, Jan Goggans explores the collaboration of labor economist Paul Taylor and 
photographer Dorothea Lange, who, on behalf of New Deal agencies, investigated and 
documented the living conditions of the more than 350,000 “tractored out” or “blown 
out” migrants from the South and Midwest seeking homes and work in California in the 
1930s. Their articles, photographs, and reports based on extensive field work carried 
out through the South, across the Midwest, and up and down California helped inform 
policy decisions and shaped how the effects of the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression 
upon California have been remembered.

Goggans begins by tracing the separate paths Lange and Taylor took and the life phi-
losophies each developed before coming together to work in 1934 and then to marry 
in 1936. Goggans characterizes Taylor as “morally a Progressive reformer in the Populist 
tradition.” Taylor’s yearbook inscription, “I can and I will,” and Lange’s motto, “Could 
you or couldn’t you?” capture the convictions that drew them together. In subsequent 
chapters, Goggans contextualizes the professional and domestic contours of their work 
together between 1934 and 1939, providing rich glimpses of the political, social, and 
cultural conditions of the time.

However Goggans’ larger purpose is to situate Taylor and Lange’s work, and especially 
their book, An American Exodus: A Record of Human Erosion (1939), within the canon 
of protest literature which includes The Jungle, The Grapes of Wrath, and Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin. In contrast to Stowe, Sinclair, and Steinbeck, who constructed fictional narratives 
which they fleshed out with details obtained through research, Goggans notes that Taylor 
and Lange “began with research—relentless, painstaking, and painful—and out of that 
research grew, organically, a narrative” shaped by the subjects themselves. Using “their 
words, their experiences, their hopes, and their disillusioned dreams,” Goggans argues 
that Taylor and Lange moved beyond simply representing the migrants to allowing them to speak for themselves 
“in complicated and unparalleled ways.” Goggans contends that to study Lange and Taylor’s work as simply social 
documentary is to oversimplify “some of the most complicated work to come out of not only the decade, but the 
century.” Goggans claims that in “drawing on the rhetoric and practices of social realism” to create a document, 
they intended to change the way people viewed and treated the migrants, Lange and Taylor made American Exodus 
“a work of protest literature no less radical and moving than Uncle Tom’s Cabin.”

California on the Breadlines emerged from Goggans’ 2002 doctoral dissertation, “The Shape of Community in the 
Visual West: Land, Water, and Women in the Work of Dorothea Lange and Paul Taylor.” That genealogy is particu-
larly apparent in the chapter titled “Women on the Breadlines.” In it, Goggans departs from the historical narrative 
thread of the previous chapters with an essay based on her reading of Lange’s photographs of women in tandem 
with American Marxist writer and proto-feminist Meridel Le Sueur’s article, “Women on the Breadlines,” published in 
January, 1932, in the Communist journal, New Masses. As a work of literary interpretation this chapter is thoughtful 
and provocative, but for historians it may be troubling, as it assumes on Lange’s part a feminist critique of the paradox 
of migrant women trying to create homes and meet their domestic responsibilities within the private sphere even 
as they lived lives of very public desperation and deprivation. But Goggans does not support this view of Lange’s 
thinking with written evidence. It is not clear that Lange viewed the plight of migrant mothers in any different terms 
than that of families, children, or men. What Lange herself thought is not always discernible, as Goggans shows in 
quoting Lange’s explanation of the captions for her photographs: “I don’t like the kind of written material that tells 
a person what to look for, or that explains the photographs. I like the kind of material that gives more background, 
that fortifies it without directing the person’s mind.”

Goggans’ footnotes cite various oral history interviews of Lange and Taylor from the 1970s; Lange’s and Taylor’s 
notebooks, papers, and publications; the reports, photographs with annotations, and other documents that they 
submitted in the course of their work; and relevant secondary literature. Goggans productively joins a group of 
scholars who are reconsidering the meaning and implications of Lange’s and Taylor’s work and the larger social and 
economic policies that shaped California during and long after the Great Depression.

Marie Nelson is a State Historian II with the California Office of Historic Preservation and a graduate student at UCSB 
in the CSUS-UCSB Public History program.

Book Reviews
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(CCPH). CHA’s purpose is to disseminate news to CCPH 
members. The views expressed in CHA are solely those of 
their authors; their publication in CHA does not constitute 
an endorsement by CCPH.

Sharing information is an essential part of CCPH’s mission, 
and the editor invites input from the general membership 
as well as committee chairs. We prefer that articles and 
other materials be submitted by e-mail, either in the text 
of the message or as an attachment. However we also  

accept printed or typewritten material submitted by post.

Please send all submissions to:

Walt Bethel, Editor 
776 Cardinal Court 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420-1305 
acwbethel@sbcglobal.net 

CCPH publishes CHA quarterly, in March, June, September 
and January. Deadlines for submitting material to CHA are 
February 1, May 1, August 1, and December 1 respectively.

Board of Directors
Terms Expiring 12/31/13
 Walter Bethel  Heather Downey
 Chandra Miller  Ty Smith

Terms Expiring 12/31/14
 Meta Bunse  Bryan Larson
 Blythe Liles   Stephen Payne

Terms Expiring 12/31/15
 Stephanie George Rick Moss
 Richard Orsi  Darlene Roth
 Chuck Wilson

Ex Officio   Patrick Ettinger

CCPH encourages the reprinting of articles published in this newsletter. 
To do so, use the credit line - “Reprinted from California History Action, 
the newsletter of the California Council for the Promotion of History.” 
To inquire about using photograhs, contact the CHA editor.
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Liaisons

Join the California Council for the Promotion of History

All members receive issues of California History Action, the CCPH newsletter for history advocacy; notices 
of CCPH conferences and workshops; and other CCPH publications. Corporate and institutional members 
also receive membership rates for two individuals at conferences and other events. 

Annual dues are due January 1; those received from new members after August 1 are credited to the 
next year.

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Affiliation _____________________________________________  Position  ____________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________ State  __________ ZIP ________________________

Phone (H) ___________________________________ (W) __________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________________________________________

Areas of Historical Interest _____________________________________________________________________

Membership Categories: 

___ Lifetime  $300 ____ Patron  $100   ____ Colleague/Corporate  $50

___ Institutional  $40 ____ Individual  $30   ____ Student/Senior  $15

All dues and contributions are tax-deductible. Send this form and payment to CCPH, CSU Sacramento, Department 
of History, 6000 J St., Sacramento, CA 95819-6059. For more information contact (916) 798-5099, ccph@csus.edu, 
or visit http://www.ccphhistoryaction.org/.

 

CCPH Liaisons

The following is a list of CCPH liaisons with state and national heritage organizations. This list of represen-
tatives has been established so that liaisons can supply important information to the CCPH membership 
and so members will have an appropriate contact should the need arise. Are you a member of a state or 
national association and want to serve as a CCPH liaison? Contact us at ccph@csus.edu or (916) 798-5099.

American Association of Museums (AAM)

 Open

American Association for State and Local History (AASLH)

 Mike Bennett (michaelbennett@sanjoaquin.org)

California Association of Museums (CAM)

 Carola Rupert Enriquez (caenriquez@kern.org)

California Historical Records Advisory Board (CHRAB)

 Patricia Johnson (pjohnson@cityofsacramento.org)

California Historical Society (CHS)

 Anthea Hartig (ahartig@calhist.org) 

 Dick Orsi (richard.orsi@csueastbay.edu)

California Mission Studies Association (CMSA)

 Open

Conference of California Historical Societies (CCHS)

 Ben Wirick (info@californiahistorian.com)

National Council on Public History (NCPH)

 Darlene Roth (darlene.roth@gmail.com)

Society for California Archaeology (SCA)

 Shelly Davis-King (shellydk@frontiernet.net)

Southwest Oral History Association (SOHA)

 Susan Douglass Yates (syates@coh.org)

State Historical Resources Commission(SHRC)

 Rick Moss (rmoss@oaklandlibrary.org)

Western History Association (WHA)

 Ken Owens (owensk@csus.edu)

Western Museums Association

 Rebecca Carruthers (rcarruthers@cityofsacramento.org)


